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“CHIPPIE THE PARAKEET NEVER saw it coming. One second he was peacefully
perched in his cage. The next he was sucked in, washed up, and blown over. The
problems began when Chippie’s owner decided to clean Chippie’s cage with a vacuum
cleaner. She removed the attachment from the end of the hose and stuck it in the
cage. The phone rang, and she turned to pick it up. She’d barely said ‘hello’ when
‘sssopp!’ Chippie got sucked in.
“The bird owner gasped, put down the phone, turned off the vacuum, and opened
the bag. There was Chippie– still alive, but stunned. Since the bird was covered with
dust and soot, she grabbed him and raced to the bathroom, turned on the faucet, and
held Chippie under the running water. Then, realizing that Chippie was soaked and
shivering, she did what any compassionate bird owner would do . . she reached for
the hair dryer and blasted the pet with hot air.
“Poor Chippie never knew what hit him.
“A few days after the trauma, the reporter who’d initially written about the event
contacted Chippie’s owner to see how the bird was recovering. ‘Well,’ she replied,
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‘Chippie doesn’t sing much anymore. He just sits and stares.’
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“A few days after the trauma, the reporter who’d initially written about the event
contacted Chippie’s owner to see how the bird was recovering. ‘Well,’ she replied,
‘Chippie doesn’t sing much anymore. He just sits and stares.’
James knew a thing or two about feeling sucked in, washed up, and blown over… look
at verse 1.
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The church began to scatter in Acts 8, where as a result of
great persecution. “all except the apostles were scattered
throughout Judea and Samaria.”
The apostle James was the first martyr (around AD 44)
The fact that James uses the phrase synagogue instead of
church in James 2:2 is a hint that he is writing pretty early in
the history of the church, when believers still considered
themselves Jewish– and Christianity was a sect of Judaism.
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It’s ironic that we are starting this series on the letter from
James on Reformation Sunday, because Martin Luther was not
a fan of James. He famously called it “an epistle of straw” in
his original translation of the New Testament into German.
Luther’s whole deal was that we are justified by faith, and not
by works. He nailed the 95 Theses to the Wittenburg church
door as a reaction against the selling of indulgences. So when
he read James 2:24, it lead him to say… [next slide]
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One of the things we have to struggle with as students of
God’s Word is how we reconcile faith and works. We believe
that all the Bible is God’s inspired word, and that it doesn’t
contradict itself. So when James 2:24 says You see that a
person is considered righteous by what they do and not by faith
alone. And Eph. 2:8-9 says it is by grace that we are saved and
not by works, how do we make sense of that? There is an
answer, but you’ll have to come back in a couple of weeks for it!

‘Faith,’ he wrote, ‘is a living, restless thing. It cannot be inoperative. We are not saved
by works; but if there be no works, there must be something amiss with faith’ ” [Here
I Stand, 259]. In The Disputation Concerning Justification, Luther answered this
spurious proposition: Faith without works justifies, Faith without works is dead [Jas.
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2:17, 26]. Therefore, dead faith justifies. Luther responded:
Faith alone justifies. But faith, if it is alone, is not truly faith.
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1. There are 52 commands in 105 verses in James: Any
photographer can tell you that still pictures appear to move
at the rate of 24 frames per second. Well, the book of James
is life at 24 frames per second. It’s Faith in motion. Do this.
Don’t do this. Think this. Don’t think that. You won’t find a
more practical book in the entire New Testament.
2. One thing that makes the book of James unique in the New
Testament is how rarely it refers to Jesus or Christ. Only
twice. Other than 3 John (which doesn’t mention Jesus at
all, no other book in the New Testament mentions him so
rarely. Look at other 5 chapter books:
• 1 Thessanonians: 18x
• 1 Peter: 19x
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But even though James only refers to Jesus by name twice, he
refers to the Lord 15 times.
I think this fact tells us something about the emphasis James
puts on living out our faith. Think about it this way: You can
talk about Jesus and do nothing more than state facts. Jesus
lived. Jesus died. Jesus was Jewish. Jesus was a teacher.
But the minute you refer to Jesus as Lord, you are giving Him
authority in your life.

As Christians, we have an obligation to put our faith in motion.
It isn’t enough to just know facts about Jesus. And James is
going to load us up with practical advice about what he says.
This is going to be a perfect series for us as a church to put into
practice what Claude King calls “Obedience-based Discipleship.
Wher, with every passage we study, we ask ourselves two
questions:
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This brings me to my favorite fact about James: He didn’t
become a follower of Jesus until after the resurrection.
Mark 3:21 says that when Jesus’ family heard about
everything He was doing, they tried to come get him to take
him home, because they thought he was out of his mind.
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This brings me to my favorite fact about James: He didn’t
become a follower of Jesus until after the resurrection.
John 7:5 says that even Jesus’ own brothers didn’t believe in
Him.
Now, this isn’t really too hard for us to understand. How many
of you have an older brother? (Kenton, let’s talk about your
older brother)
BUT THEN SOMETHING HAPPENED...
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When someone rises from the dead, it pretty much is the end
of every argument. And that is what makes James such a
persuasive witness. For a younger brother to suddenly start
calling his older brother “Lord” instead of by His first name,
that older brother would pretty much have to rise from the
dead.
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The first thing you notice is that James doesn’t say “if,” but
when. On your listening guide, you can write the word
“inevitability”
Hard times are gonna come. As the great theologians Run
DMC said back in the 80’s, hard times are spreading just like
the flu.
James isn’t telling us how to feel, but how to think about trials.
He isn’t saying, “Pretend this is fun.” And he isn’t saying to put
on a happy face so you don’t make people feel uncomfortable
at church.
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Notice that James doesn’t get specific. He deliberately keeps
the language general. And that’s a good thing. What if he had
said something specific: If you weren’t dealing with that thing,
you might think the command to consider it pure joy didn’t
apply to you. If what you were dealing with was more trivial
than what James said, you might say, Well, God doesn’t care
so much about my attitude when I get stuck in traffic. But if I
had cancer…
On the other hand, if James had specified something and we
thought our problem was bigger than that, we would be
tempted to say, well, it’s easy to consider it “pure joy” if all
you have to worry about is 338 emails. But I’ve got cancer.
No… there’s a reason James is ambiguous in his language.
Regardless of our trial, James says there is a way to think
about it that can bring you joy. And if we don’t change our
mindset, we will be robbing ourselves of joy.
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Trials put us in situations where its not easy to keep going, and
where we will only do so with a measure of determination.
Perseverance: steadfastness. Endurance. Stick to it tiveness.
Or, as one psychologist calls it, GRIT
[next slide]
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Angela Duckworth is a clinical psychologist who left a high
paying job at age 27 to teach in a public high school so she
could test her theories on what separated high achieving
students from average or underperforming students.
She wrote a book called Grit: The Power of Passion and
Perseverance. And in her TED talk, which is one of the most
viewed on the TED website, by the way (almost 12.5 million
views) she talked about her research.
Angela measured the success rates of kids at the National
Spelling Bee, cadets at west point, students in public high
schools. And she determined that the defining characteristic of
kids that suceeded wasn’t intelligence, good looks, social
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status, physical health, or even talent. It was what she called
grit.
She defined grit as [cue transition]

passion and perseverance for very
long-term goals. Grit is having stamina. Grit is sticking with your future, day in, day
out, not just for the week, not just for the month, but for years, and working really
hard to make that future a reality. Grit is living life like it's a marathon, not a sprint.
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What James is teaching us is that it is actually the testing that
makes us stronger.
Butterfly and cocoon illustration (Talked to Sonya Moore about
this)
However, this doesn’t mean that we are left totally on our own
when facing hard times. God has given us an amazing
provision [NEXT SLIDE]
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Trials and confusion go together. When you are faced with
something you’ve never dealt with before, you can lose our
bearings. Think about the way we describe it– I feel like the
rug got pulled out from under me. But we have this amazing
promise that when we lack wisdom, God gives …
Generously: that means he gives us more than we need.
To all: God’s wisdom isn’t just for super spiritual or mature
Christians. It’s not like the Delta Sky Club where you only get
certain privileges if you’re a frequent flier. It’s for every one at
every level of belief. And in fact, when you act on God’s wisdom,
even if you are young in your faith, guess what– it will mature
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your faith!
Without finding fault: He doesn’t make you feel stupid for
asking. He’s not like– dude, don’t you remember, we covered
that in AWANA. When we ask, He gives. Generously, regardless
of who we are, and without finding fault.
But how we ask is important. James says we hjave to believe
and not doubt. Does that mean we are disqualified if we’ve ever
had doubts or spiritual questions? Do we have to work
ourselves up to a leap of faith, like Indiana Jones and the Last
Crusade?
No. In this context, doubt is about double mindedness. It’s
about hedging your bets with worldly wisdom instead of relying
fully on God’s wisdom.
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James had an amazing example of endurance. His big brother.
In a few moments we are going to observe the Lord’s supper,
and we are going to reflect on how Jesus’ body was broken for
us. How His blood was shed for us. But let’s look at the way
the writer of Hebrews described it:
When we see the example of Jesus, we can face trials without
growing weary or losing heart, because we can think about
what Jesus did on our behalf.
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Ephesians 2:10 says that we are God’s workmanship. The
Greek word there for workmanship is the one used to describe
an artist’s masterpiece. You are God’s masterpiece. And the
finished work of art is going to be someone who looks like His
son, Jesus. Some artists are sculptors– chipping away
everything that doesn’t look like the finished product.
Some are artists– adding color and light but also shadow and
darkness until the image on the canvas is what they want.
How is God using trials in your life? Has he taken away
something, or has he added something?
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