
This is the 
Church

Open to Everybody
Acts 8:26-38



FOUR TRUTHS ABOUT MINISTERING TO PEOPLE 
OUTSIDE THE CHURCH

1. People outside the church are interested in 
spiritual things

28 and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the 
Book of Isaiah the prophet.







FOUR TRUTHS ABOUT MINISTERING TO PEOPLE 
OUTSIDE THE CHURCH

2. “Go and join” almost always comes before 
“Come and see” 

29 The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it.”



FOUR TRUTHS ABOUT MINISTERING TO PEOPLE 
OUTSIDE THE CHURCH

3. People outside the church usually assume they aren’t 
welcome inside (verse 27)

27 So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian
eunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury of the 
Kandake (which means “queen of the Ethiopians”). This man had 
gone to Jerusalem to worship…







THE SOREG

“No foreigner is to enter 
within the balustrade and 
embankment around the 
sanctuary. Whoever is 
caught will have himself to 
blame for his death which 
follows.”



“No one who has been emasculated by crushing or 
cutting may enter the assembly of the LORD.”

Dt. 23:1



30 Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man 
reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do you understand what you 
are reading?” Philip asked.
31 “How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to 
me?” So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him.



32 This is the passage of Scripture the eunuch was reading:

“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter,
and as a lamb before its shearer is silent,
so he did not open his mouth.

33 In his humiliation he was deprived of justice.
Who can speak of his descendants?
For his life was taken from the earth.



34 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the 
prophet talking about, himself or someone else?”



FOUR TRUTHS ABOUT MINISTERING TO PEOPLE 
OUTSIDE THE CHURCH

4. People outside find their way inside when they find 
themselves in the Gospel (verse 34)

34 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking 
about, himself or someone else?” 35 Then Philip began with that very 
passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus.





Let no foreigner who is bound to the LORD say,
“The LORD will surely exclude me from his people.”

And let no eunuch complain,
“I am only a dry tree.”

4 For this is what the LORD says:

“To the eunuchs who keep my Sabbaths,
who choose what pleases me
and hold fast to my covenant—

5 to them I will give within my temple and its walls
a memorial and a name
better than sons and daughters;

Isaiah 56:3-5



12 remember that at that time you were separate from 
Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to 
the covenants of the promise, without hope and without 
God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who 
once were far away have been brought near by the blood 
of Christ.



14 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups 
one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of 
hostility, 15 by setting aside in his flesh the law with its commands 
and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new 
humanity out of the two, thus making peace, 16 and in one body 
to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which 
he put to death their hostility.



17 He came and preached peace to you who were far away 
and peace to those who were near. 18 For through him we 
both have access to the Father by one Spirit.

Ephesians 2:12-18



36 As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch 
said, “Look, here is water. What can stand in the way of my being 
baptized?” 38 And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the 
eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him. 39 When they came 
up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the 
eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing.

Acts 8:36-39






