Intro: Gifts that disappoint: Speaker
And in almost every case, the gifts that we are given will ultimately lose their appeal.
We move on to whatever the next big thing is.
But the gift God gave us at Christmas time isn't like that. God said in Isaiah 9:6 that a
child would be born for us; a son would be given to us. And that that child would be a
wonderuful counselor, a Mighty God, an eternal father, and a Prince of Peace.
This month our church family has been looking at each of those names. And with
each one we are discovering that the more we meditate on these names, the
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The word gibhor (mighty) is used several times in the OT in reference to a
warrior or a military hero. It always has the connotation of a warrior. A
champion. Hero. Someone who fights for you
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But Isaiah says this child that is going to be born is not a mighty man. The
Hebrew word for God is “El.” and its right there in Isaiah. This child won’t
just be Gibhor. He will be El Gibhor. Which sounds a little like a
professional wrestler. Mighty God.
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Where did the Israelites get this idea of there being a god who would
fight for them? You see it here in Dt. 10– God is El Gibohr, the God who
fights for us
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Psalm 24:8
Who is this King of glory?
The LORD, strong and mighty,
the LORD, mighty in battle!
Jeremiah 20:11
But the LORD is with me as a dread warrior;
therefore my persecutors will stumble;
they will not overcome me.
They will be greatly shamed,
for they will not succeed.
Their eternal dishonor
will never be forgotten.
Zep. 3:17
The LORD your God is in your midst,
a mighty one who will save;
he will rejoice over you with gladness;
he will quiet you by his love;
he will exult over you with loud singing.
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Zep. 3:17
The LORD your God is in your midst,
a mighty one who will save;
he will rejoice over you with gladness;
he will quiet you by his love;
he will exult over you with loud singing.
A lot of people look at the violence of the OT and they wonder how that
squares with the love they see in the NT. They are put off by all the
stories of conquest and bloodshed.
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Let’s back up a little so you can get a sense of how things were when Isaiah said
this…
Some background: The who and when of Isaiah
About 200 years before, Israel divided into the Northern kingdom and the southern
kingdom. And even though Isaiah is going to have some things to say to Israel, he is
writing primarily to Judah
740-700 BC: Isaiah prophesied during the reigns of four kings of Judah (Isaiah 1:1).
Uzziah, who was good; then Jotham, who was pretty good, and than Ahaz, who was
really, really bad. 2 Kings 16:3 says he even practiced child sacrifice.
Two years after Ahaz becomes king, Assyria annexes the area of Israel that had
belonged to Zebulun and Naphtali, the two most northern tribes of Israel. At the
same time, the king of Aram marches against Jerusalem and besieges it. Ahaz sends a
message to the king of Assyria, promising to be his servant if he will help save him
from the Arameans. He basically loots God’s temple and gives a lot of its gold and
bronze to the king of Assyria in tribute.
Ten years later, in 722 BC: Assyria invades Israel, scatters them (Isaiah 7-8)
701BC: Assyria attacks Judah and besieges Jerusalem. By this time, Hezekiah is king of
Judah, and he is a really, really good king. But even so, for the entire time of Isaiah’s
ministry, God’s people are just living in fear of this dominant world power, Assyria.
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It was the Assyrians that destroyed the northern kingdom Israel under Shalmaneser
IV who besieged Samaria and then died during the siege leaving Sargon II to finish the
task and drag Israel into captivity. After defeating the northern kingdom of Israel in
722 B. C., the Assyrians carried away thousands of Israelites and resettled them in
other parts of the Assyrian Empire. This was a blow from which the nation of Israel
never recovered. The ten tribes that were taken to Assyria became the ten lost tribes,
for they have never again emerged in world history. Assyrian policy was to deport
conquered peoples to other lands within the empire, to destroy their sense of
nationalism, and break any pride or hope of rebellion and replace them with
strangers from far away. Assyrians were great warriors. Most nations at that time
period were looters, building their state by robbing other nations. Assyria was the
most ferocious of them all.
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I love verse 5. Isaiah says there’s going to come a day when soldier’s
uniforms—”the bloodied garments of war”—will be used as fuel for the
fire.
And here’s how it will happen. It won’t be because of an amped up
military. It won’t be because the right people get elected to public office.
It won’t be because Israel secures its borders. It will be because of verse
6
We’re going to spend the reset of december talking about these names
for Jesus that are in this verse.
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Romans 8:3English Standard Version (ESV)
3 For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin,[a] he
condemned sin in the flesh,
Colossians 2:13-15
13 And

you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of
your flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our
trespasses,14 by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with
its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. 15 He disarmed
the rulers and authorities[a]and put them to open shame, by triumphing
over them in him.[b]
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From the very beginning, when sin first entered the world, God had a
plan for how he would defeat Satan. You may remember earlier in the
year when we studied Jesus in Genesis, we looked at what many people
understand to be the very first Messianic prophecy: Genesis 3:15
My favorite Christmas card I’ve ever received featured a painting done by
a nun in Indiana named Sister Mary Grace Remington. The name of the
painting is “Mary consoles Eve.” [Transition]
In it you see Eve looking very sad, holding the piece of fruit that
represents her sin. And wrapped around her ankle is the serpent. But in
the painting, Mary is comforting her. She puts Eve’s hand on her
pregnant tummy, and it’s like she’s saying, ”hey! Did you feel that? Did
you feel that foot? Did you feel that kick? Well guess what? One day that
foot you felt is going to crush Satan.”
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50 I

declare to you, brothers and sisters, that flesh and blood cannot
inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the
imperishable. 51 Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we
will all be changed— 52 in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last
trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the deadwill be raised
imperishable, and we will be changed. 53 For the perishable must clothe
itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. 54 When
the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal
with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: “Death
has been swallowed up in victory.”[h]
55 “Where, O death, is your victory?
Where, O death, is your sting?”[i]
56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks
be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
58 Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move
you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you
know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.
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Conclusion: Rocky IV?
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