Intro: We’ve been talking through the names of Jesus that Isaiah prophesied in Isaiah
9:6. We’ve gotten a lot of Christmas cards with this scripture on them. And this
morning we come to the one that of the four is the most challenging
Augustine: God’s Word is like a river, broad and deep. It is simple enough for a child
to splash in, and it is deep enough for an elephant to swim in.
So this morning, I admit we’re going to spend some time in the deep end of the pool,
but I promise I’m not going to let anyone drown there. I’ll bring us back to the
shallow end before we dry off!
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Eternal Father, or everlasting Father is probably the most
theologically challenging and emotionally charged of the four
names. Theologically, it raises two challenges:
Is Jesus eternal?
Are the Father and the Son the same?
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If you helped with Vacation Bible School this past year, you may
remember this verse as our theme verse.
Hebrews 1:10 affirms this too, when it says, (speaking ab out
the Son):
“You, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth in the beginning,
and the heavens are the work of your hands;

So, yes, the Son is eternal. And this is huge for us to emphasize at
Christmas time, especially as we are talking with people from different
faiths, or with no faith. The Jehovah’s Witnesses, for example, teach that
Jesus was created by God, but is not equal with God himself. Others think
that Jesus didn’t come into being until Christmas time, because he was
simply a human being. And that leads us to the second part of this name
that is really confusing. Isaiah refers to the coming child that will be born
as the “everlasting FATHER.” So does this mean that The Father and the
Son are the same? Well, yes… and no.
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To help us get our heads around this, I need to teach you some
church history. Some of you might be really into this, for others
it may be kind of a boring side trip, but hang in there, because
it’s only going to last for a couple of minutes.
Back in the day, about 300 years after the crucifixion, there
were two dudes names Arius [transition] and Athanasius
[transition]
Arius believed that Jesus was created by God, and therefore
wasn’t God Himself. So he emphasized that Jesus’ teachings
were what was most important, and that by following His
example, we could be accepted and approved by God just like
Jesus was.
But Athanasius came along and refuted Arius. He said that God
the Father and God the Son were of the same substance and
nature , and that Jesus had existed with God in the beginning.
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He pointed to passages like
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Colossians 1:!5. And you say, well isn’t it right there that Jesus is
the firstborn? Yes, but Paul isn’t using the phrase in the
biological sense, but in the legal sense, that Jesus is heir to all
things that belong to the Father.
Athanasius also looked at John 10:30, where Jesus said, “I and
the Father are one.”
Philippians 2:6: Have this attitude in yourself which was also in
Christ Jesus, who, being in very nature God did not regard
equality with God something to be grasped.
Hebrews 1:3 says that the Son is “3 He is the radiance of the glory of
God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by
the word of his power. ”
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Hebrews 1:3 says that the Son is “3 He is the radiance of the glory of
God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by
the word of his power. ”

7

So in 325 AD, Emperor Constantine convened a huge council of
all the bishops in his empire, and they met in the city of Nicea.
It looks like you couldn’t get in without a halo.
And the purpose of the Council was to clarify what Christians
believed about the divinity of Jesus. And they put it into what
we now know as the Nicene Creed:
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Nicene Creed, July 4, 325
So, begotten means “one and only, not “born.” consubstantial is
“of the same stuff.”
And this is so important, because if Jesus isn’t divine, if He isn’t
God, then He can’t save, because only God can save.
So the Father and the Son are alike in substance and nature, but
they are also different…
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They are different in function and roles. Turn to John 14:10-17. I
don’t have it up on the screen, but listen to how Jesus teaches
His disciples about the difference between Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit…
10 Do

you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The
words that I say to you I do not speak on my own authority, but the
Father who dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the
Father and the Father is in me, or else believe on account of the works
themselves.
12 “Truly,

truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works
that I do; and greater works than these will he do, because I am going to
the Father.13 Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father
may be glorified in the Son. 14 If you ask me[a] anything in my name, I will
do it.
15 “If

you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask the
Father, and he will give you another Helper,[b] to be with you
forever, 17 even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive,
because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells
with you and will be[c] in you.
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The Athanasian Creed
So the Father is God; the Son is God; and the Holy Ghost is God. And yet
they are not three Gods; but one God. So likewise the Father is Lord; the
Son Lord; and the Holy Ghost Lord. And yet not three Lords; but one
Lord. For like as we are compelled by the Christian verity; to
acknowledge every Person by himself to be God and Lord; So are we
forbidden by the catholic religion; to say, There are three Gods, or three
Lords. The Father is made of none; neither created, nor begotten. The
Son is of the Father alone; not made, nor created; but begotten. The Holy
Ghost is of the Father and of the Son; neither made, nor created, nor
begotten; but proceeding. So there is one Father, not three Fathers; one
Son, not three Sons; one Holy Ghost, not three Holy Ghosts. And in this
Trinity none is before, or after another; none is greater, or less than
another. But the whole three Persons are coeternal, and coequal. So that
in all things, as aforesaid; the Unity in Trinity, and the Trinity in Unity, is
to be worshipped. He therefore that will be saved, let him thus think of
the Trinity.
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Isaiah is highlighting the nature and character of the Messiah
when he calls him the everlasting Father.
And because He is one in nature and essence with God the
Father, he can make God’s Fatherly character known to us. You
remember what He said to Phillip in John 14:9-10? Philip said
“Show us the Father.” And Jesus said “Whoever has seen me has
seen the Father.”
Today, we talk about God as Father all the time, and we really
don’t think twice about it. But I want to show you something:
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Jesus referred to God as Father over 165 times– 100 times just
in the Gospel of John. He not only called him Father, but he told
us to call him father as well. When the disciples asked him to
teach them how to pray, what did he say? Our father.
Acts: 13X. Paul’s letters: 40X. 30 times in Hebrews through
Revelation.
So if you’re doing the math, you start to realize that only 15 X
does the OT ever refer to God as Father. And only twice– Isaiah
63:16 and 64:8, is God addressed by a human being as Father.
What changed? Jesus changed.
But the fact is, most people who have a problem thinking about
the God as the Eternal Father aren’t thinking about the
theological challenges. If you ask people down at WalMart
about this, most of them aren’t going to talk about the Arian
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heresy or the Athanasian Creed. The challenge most people
have to thinking of Jesus as Eternal Father are emotional. And
here’s why:
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This really shows up at Christmas. For many of you, Christmas is
a sweet time, because you have a great relationship with your
earthly father. Or you’ve got a great relationship with the father
of your children. You’re still together, he’s still at home, your
parents are still together, whatever. And so you have no
problem thinking of Jesus as “Everlasting Father,” because
Father is a good thing.
For some of you, Christmas is bittersweet because your earthly
father is no longer living. But you have such great memories of
him, so again, you don’t have any emotional baggage associated
with father.
But for many of you, Father isn’t sweet or even bittersweet. It’s
just bitter. And you hear the word father applied to God and you
think, no. I had one of those. He let me down. And if the best
Christianity can do is talk about a heavenly father… thanks but
no thanks. So first let’s talk about what kind of Father God isn’t.
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Absentee Dad: Everclear

Father of mine
Tell me where have you been
I just closed my eyes
And the world disappeared
Father of mine

Lead singer Art Alexakis

Tell me how do you sleep
With the children you abandoned
And the wife I saw you beat
I will never be safe
I will never be sane
I will always be weird inside
I will always be lame
Now I am a grown man
With a child of my own
And I swear I'm not going to let her know
All the pain I have known
Then he walked away
Daddy gave me a name

15

Apathetic Dad: Physically Present but emotionally disengaged
Harry Chapin,
My child arrived just the other day
He came to the world in the usual way
But there were planes to catch, and bills to pay
He learned to walk while I was away
And he was talking 'fore I knew it, and as he grew
He'd say, I'm gonna be like you, dad
You know I'm gonna be like you

My son turned ten just the other day
He said, thanks for the ball, dad, come on let's play
Can you teach me to throw, I said, not today
I got a lot to do, he said, that's okay
And he walked away, but his smile never dimmed
Said, I'm gonna be like him, yeah
You know I'm gonna be like him
Achiever Dad: Gets his identity through you (Paul and Nicole, When I
was Little)
Abusive Dad
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Adoptive Father Who Chooses and Rescues
4 But

when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of
woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law,
so that we might receive adoption as sons. 6 And because you are sons,
God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!”
Galatians 4:4-6
15 For

you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but
you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba!
Father!”
Romans 8:15
Drew Story
Abba Father Who is Intimate and Eternal
Hebrews 13:5English Standard Version (ESV)
5 Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you
have, for he has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.”
Greek sentence structure has no problem stacking up negatives for
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emphasis. In the Greek this literally reads “never not never forsake you.”
The Everlasting Father is everlastingly present. Jesus was called
Immanuel, which means God with us.
Conclusion: Who am I drawing?
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