This is the time of year when all the news networks and magazines do their ”year in
review” segments. They make their lists of top news stories of 2017. They look back
on the inauguration, the protests, the hurricanes, wildfires– there’s actually a lot of
things about 2017 that a lot of people would rather forget. For some reason, the top
news stories are often about tragedy.
They also do their “in memory of” segments, where we are reminded of the
celebrities, artists, and world leaders that have died. This year, oldies rock and roll
lost Chuck Berry and Fats Domino. Country music lost Mel Tillis, Don Williams, and
Glen Campbell. Seventies rock and roll lost Tom Petty and Greg Allman. The movies
lost Roger Moore. TV lost Gomer Pyle, Joanie from Happy Days, and Sally from the
Dick Van Dyke show.
In our church, this is also a day of remembering. But the weird thing is, the church
may be the only place where we remember the greatest day in history and the
biggest tragedy in history… and it’s the same event. And we can look at someone’s
death and actually proclaim it, or be thankful for it. every quarter—every time there
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is a fifth Sunday, we pass the bread and the juice, we remember that Jesus Christ
broke his body and shed his blood for us on the cross.
But what, exactly, do we call this remembrance?

1

2

If you’re going for straight biblical faithfulness, this is the one that’s actually the most
biblical. Its used over 41 times in the New Testament.
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Now, there is nothing wrong with calling this observance the Eucharist. It’s not an
unblblical word. in fact, of the three, it’s the most biblical. However, it is a very
Catholic word, and so I want to make sure I clearly communicate the differences
between how we understand this and how the Catholic church does.
first, Catholics believe that when the priest blesses the elements, that they literally,
physically become the body and blood of Jesus. we don’t believe that. we believe
they represent the body and blood.
Second, Catholics believe that God’s grace is transmitted to us through the elements.
that it’s kind of like getting a spiritual shot of red bull. we believe that we receive
God’s grace at the point of conversion, and that we don’t need to keep coming back
for a “grace booster shot.” this is one reason our Catholic friends celebrate the
Eucharist every time they meet. without it, God’s grace diminishes in your life.
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koinonia is also a common New Testament word. 20 times.
Acts 2:42: And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship,
to the breaking of bread and the prayers.
Philippians 3:10: that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may
share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death,
1 John 1:7: If we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one
another, and the the blood of Jesus cleanses us from all unrighteousness.
But there is only one place where it is used specifically in reference to the observance
of communion– and you only see it in the King James Version:
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In a very real way, when we participate in communion, we are identifying with the
body and blood of christ.
John 6
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No matter where you are in the world, if a church is observing communion, you can
participate and know exactly what’s going on. even if you don’t understand anything
else in the service.
When Christian churches get together for a community service, whatever else they
do, you can bet they will serve communion.
If you could build a time machine, you could go back 50-100-even 500 years, walk
into a Protestant church, and realize that the symbolism, significance, and for the
most part practice of communion will be basically the same as it is today. You could
visit your grandparents church, or even your great great grandparents church, and
communion would mean the same to them that it does to you. How many other
things can you say that about in the church?
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This is our favorite term for this observance. But ironically, it’s the one that shows up
least in the Bible. Let’s review: Eucharist: 41 times.
Koinonia (communion): 20 times.
Lord’s Supper? Once [transition] and even then, its used to tell us what the Lord’s
Supper isn’t. Paul describes a congregation in Corinth that is seriously out of whack
with what a body of believers is supposed to be. the entire letter is about what a
church looks like when it goes off the rails, and their observance of what they called
“Lord’s Supper” was just one symptom. Let’s look at how he described it:
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this is so contrary to God’s heart for His people. We are commanded to love one
another. Philippians says specifically, don’t just look out for your own interests, but
also for the interests of others.
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If you want to guarantee that you are partaking of the Lord’s Supper in an unworthy
way, try getting to the point where you think you deserve it. Or you think you are
worthy?
Division: 18 For, in the first place, when you come together as a church, I hear that
there are divisions among you. And I believe it in part,[a]
Gratify self: 21 For in eating, each one goes ahead with his own meal. One goes
hungry, another gets drunk.
Forget what Christ did: 23 For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you,
that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24 and when he
had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body, which is for[b] you. Do this in
remembrance of me.”[c] 25 In the same way also he took the cup, after supper,
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of me.”
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Proclaim His death: “kata-angellio” according to the message.
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27 Whoever,

therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy
manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord. 28 Let a person
examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 29 For anyone
who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on
himself. 30 That is why many of you are weak and ill, and some have died.
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