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context– the close of the civil war between David and Saul.
Saul and his son Jonathan have been killed in battle against
the Philistines. When the word reaches Jonathan’s household,
they are in a panic, thinking the Philistines will be coming after
them next. So all his household staff is making a run for it.
Jonathan has a young son named Mephibosheth, five years old
at the time. She picks him up to make a run for it, but
somehow or other he falls, and for the rest of his life, he is
crippled in both feet.
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Two points to take away from Mephibosheth– it wasn’t his
fault that he was crippled. It wasn’t his fault that his family
was at war with David. in the same way, the sin we inherited
from Adam and Eve cripples us from the very beginning.
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None of us can stand before a holy God. Mephibosheth
literally couldn’t– he was crippled in both feet.
1 samuel 6:20: Who can stand before holy God?
Psalm 130:3: If you kept a record of iniquities, O Lord, who
could stand?
Psalm 76:7: You O Lord are to be feared. Who can stand before
you when once your anger is roused?
24 Now

to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you stand in the
presence of His glory blameless with great joy, 25 to the only God our Savior, through
Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion and authority, before all time and
now and [t]forever. Amen. (Jude 1:24-25)
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We will come back and look at vv. 3-7 in a moment, but I
wanted to point something out to you first.
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Couldn’t find it on a map when I was preparing for this. And
maybe that’s the point. Lo Debar was nowhere. the Hebrew
means “no pasture” or no word. No communication. Its
literally been forgotten.
It’s a place that’s separated from King David.
And spiritually speaking, it’s one of the most densely
populated cities in the world!
I found a sermon online by a pastor named Robert Weigel–
there’s a link to it in the YouVersion app. The sermon was
called “Living in Lo-Debar.” listen to how he started it:
Many people live in. state of loneliness. People who are by
themselves. Out of the mainstream of society with no social
actvitity or friendships outside themselves. there are a great
many others who live right in the middle of life’s hustle and
bustle yet are completely alone, dislocated and
misunderstood. From the orphan to the celebrity– the
homeless to the struggling single mother, people are alone and
forgotten.
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we’ve all been there. We’ve all been in a place of no word, no
communication, no pasture. Some of you are there right now.
If so, I have good news for you. There’s a way to find pasture.
There’s a way to get out of Lo-Debar:
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we’ve all been there. We’ve all been in a place of no word, no
communication, no pasture. Some of you are there right now.
If so, I have good news for you. There’s a way to find pasture.
There’s a way to get out of Lo-Debar:
Let’s get back to the story. In 2 Samuel, David asks Ziba:
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we’ve all been there. We’ve all been in a place of no word, no
communication, no pasture. Some of you are there right now.
If so, I have good news for you. There’s a way to find pasture.
There’s a way to get out of Lo-Debar:
Let’s get back to the story. In 2 Samuel, David asks…
Its about 20 years after the war. David is established as king.
There’s peace in the land. And he remembers his friendship
with Saul’s son jonathan. So he is actively looking for someone
he can show kindness to. notice he doesn’t say “deserves”
kindness.
Kindness is a little weak here. the Hebrew word is chesed, and
it’s a really important word in the OT. used 250 times, and it
means unfailing love. lovingkindness. You see it in Psalm 23:
surely goodness and lovingkindness will follow me all the days
of my life.
Psalm 136: his love endures forever.

13

2 Samuel 9:7
7 And

David said to him, “Do not fear, for I will show you kindness for the sake of your
father Jonathan, and I will restore to you all the land of Saul your father, and you shall
eat at my table always.” 8 And he paid homage and said, “What is your servant, that
you should show regard for a dead dog such as I?”
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Ziba turned out to be a punk later on, but he gets it right here.
When God asks us, is there anyone I can show kindness to, we
need to always have our list ready
Remember what it was like to live apart from God.
NEVER FORGET WE ARE CRIPPLED. AND WE CAN ONLY STAND
BECAUSE CHRIST ALLOWS US TO STAND. That keeps us
humble. Alcoholics anonymous story. Being invited into one
another’s messes
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being saved by grace allows us to practice what I call gospel
honesty.
It’s ok to not be ok.
Alcoholics Anonymous.
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