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So we are in the third part of a series on what makes Glynwood 
Glynwood. What is going to define us as a church? I have to be 
honest, I’ve struggled more with this one than maybe with any 
of them. Because I passionately believe we have to get this one 
right. Everything rises and falls with our ability to speak gospel. 
And I really labored over the wording. Should it be “share the 
gospel?” No, because the next one is share our gifts, and I 
needed a different “S” word. So then I thought “speak the 
gospel.” But what I want us to understand as a church is that we 
aren’t just talking about making a gospel presentation to 
someone, although that’s part of it. 

Then I started thinking about what it means to speak a 
language. For almost everyone in here, English is our heart 
language. And nor just English. We speak American. 

[Story about trying to fake an English accent when I was in 
England.] 

Our heart language doesn’t just impact the words we speak. It 
impacts the way we look at things. The way we relate to our 
world. The things we laugh at. The way we express ourselves. 
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And I think that’s what it means to speak Gospel. 

But this raises another question: what is the gospel?
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What do we mean when we say we believe in the Gospel? Or 
we present the gospel? What is the gospel? [transition] Wayne 
Grudem, Systematic Theology.

Another way to look at it is to go directly to Scripture. What 
does the Bible say the Gospel is? Let's look together at 1 
Corinthians 15:
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1. An Announcement: An objective set of facts, true for all 
people in all places at all times. 

1. An announcement: An objective set of facts, true for all 

people, in all places, at all times. Christ died for our sins, he 

was buried, and he was raised from the dead on the third 

day according to the Scriptures. So it’s an announcement. 

It’s a proclamation. Its objective and universal. 

But is is also an experience. Paul goes on to talk about who 

Jesus appeared to… James, Peter, the apostles. 500 people at 

once. And then verse 8– last of all he appeared to me, as one 

abnormally born. 

2.Experience: The subjective experience of an individual 

believer responding to the life saving message of salvation 

(Philippians 1:5); unique to each believer and each community.

So it is objective and universal, but it is also unique and 
personal.  
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4 And he had to pass through Samaria. 5 So he came to a town 
of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob had given to 
his son Joseph. 6 Jacob's well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he 
was from his journey, was sitting beside the well. It was about 
the sixth hour.

Go where lost people will be: 
The sixth hour is noon. The hottest part of the day. In village life, 
the well was the hub of social activity. It was where you went to 
hear all the best gossip. But it was also the place you avoided if 
you were the one being gossiped about!

Go When they will be there:
So when Jesus met this woman coming at noon to draw water, 
it didn’t take His supernatural insight to know that she probably 
had some sketchy life circumstances. 

Illustration: If you are building relationships with a lost friend, 
and you find out they are a runner, and the only time they can 
meet to run is on Sunday morning, join them. It will be good for 
both of you. We don’t do church twice on Sunday in order to 
obligate everyone to come twice, but in order that everyone has 
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the opportunity to go at least once.  

Light Up the Night– Light Up the neighborhood.  
Next Halloween, I want to challenge you with something. We do 
a great event here. It’s called Light Up the Night for Jesus. And 
its epic. And if you live in a neighborhood where there aren’t a 
lot of kids, or you don’t have a lot of trick or treat traffic, come 
hang out in our parking lot. You will meet hundreds of our 
neighbors. 
BUT: if you do have a lot of kids in your neighborhood, stay 
home. Let’s not just Light Up the Night. Let’s light up our 
neighborhoods. It is a fact that the kids who are coming to your 
door ARE NOT at Glynwood for LUTN.
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7 A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, 
"Give me a drink." 8 (For his disciples had gone away into the 
city to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan woman said to him, "How is it 
that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?" 
(For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.)

Do you think Jesus really needed her to give him a drink? Maybe 
He really did. The text says he was wearied from his journey, 
and we know from what the woman says to him later that he 
has nothing to draw water with, so maybe he really did. Of 
course, being God he probably could have just made water 
appear. But I think he’s doing something very intentional with 
this woman. He’s becoming vulnerable to her. He’s establishing 
a reciprocal relationship. 

Notice the text says, Jews have no dealings with Samaritans. We 
kind of have the same stand-offishness with neighbors who 
don’t believe the same thing we do, don’t we? But what if we 
followed Jesus example? 
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2. Be personable: Establish a reciprocal relationship (v. 7-9)

Great neighborhoods are built on reciprocal relationships, on 
two way streets. At the end of the day, no one wants to feel like 
a project. We want to feel like we bring something to the table. 
But when it comes to neighboring well, one of the biggest 
temptations is to turn neighbors into projects. We put on the 
"superneighbor cape" and rush out to serve our neighbors and 
make a difference on our block. This really isn't a bad thing, but 
if this is all we ever do, then our relationships will be empty.

(The Art of Neighboring by Jay Pathak and Dave Runyon, p. 120)
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10 Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God, and who it 
is that is saying to you, 'Give me a drink,' you would have asked 
him, and he would have given you living water."

Jesus is arousing interest in spiritual things. He makes an 
intentional decision to do more than just talk about the 
weather. 
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11 The woman said to him, "Sir, you have nothing to draw water 
with, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living 
water? 12 Are you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us 
the well and drank from it himself, as did his sons and his 
livestock." 13 Jesus said to her, "Everyone who drinks of this 
water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks of the water 
that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I 
will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to 
eternal life." 15 The woman said to him, "Sir, give me this water, 
so that I will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw 
water."

There’s a lot of church talk people outside church don’t 
understand. 

Andy Stanley– mooing. Questions, two questions…
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16 Jesus said to her, "Go, call your husband, and come 
here." 17 The woman answered him, "I have no husband." Jesus 
said to her, "You are right in saying, 'I have no husband'; 18 for 
you have had five husbands, and the one you now have is not 
your husband. What you have said is true.”

Here’s where it gets awkward… But its really hard to invite 
someone into a personal relationship with Jesus if you never get 
personal.  

As you are talking with your friends, listen for the nots: 
• Not in church anywhere
• Not going well
• Not prepared for this (whatever “this” is)
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17 The woman answered him, "I have no husband." Jesus said 
to her, "You are right in saying, 'I have no husband'; 18 for you 
have had five husbands, and the one you now have is not your 
husband. What you have said is true." 19 The woman said to 
him, "Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. 20 Our fathers 
worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is 
the place where people ought to worship." 21 Jesus said to her, 
"Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this 
mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 22 You 
worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for 
salvation is from the Jews. 23 But the hour is coming, and is 
now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in 
spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship 
him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship 
in spirit and truth.”

Avoid getting drawn into nonessential debate (v. 19) Instead, 
keep the main thing the main thing(v. 22-24)

14



25 The woman said to him, "I know that Messiah is coming (he 
who is called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all 
things." 26 Jesus said to her, "I who speak to you am he.”

FromThe Great Commission Resurgence: Fulfilling God's 
Mandate in our Time, ed. Chuck Lawless and Adam Greenway

No act of compassion or love, no matter how beautiful, should 
supersede the preaching of the gospel in our ministries. To say, 
'preach the gospel; if necessary, use words' is like saying 'Tell me 
your phone number; if necessary, use digits.' The gospel is an 
announcement of words about what Jesus has done for us, not 
about what we can do for them. [Proclaiming] that 
announcement must remain primary.

(FromThe Great Commission Resurgence: Fulfilling God's 
Mandate in our Time, ed. Chuck Lawless and Adam Greenway)
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Titanic illustration. The crew members didn’t know how to row 
a lifeboat, because they believed they were on an unsinkable 
ship. 
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GC challenge is an initiative that Alabama Baptists are joining in, 
together with other state conventions around the country. The 
challenge is simple: a million gospel conversations nationwide 
between now and June 2018. 

$25, includes lunch. Includes a $25 gift card from LifeWay. We 
will be trained on how to have gospel conversations. 

Yes, it is up to the Holy Spirit. But as a general rule, the more 
times the gospel is shared, the more people get saved. 
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What if “love our neighbor” wasn’t a metaphor? Again, from 
The Art of Neighboring: 
“If we say, “Everyone is my neighbor,” it can become an excuse 
for avoiding following the Great Commandment. Our neighbors 
become defined in the broadest of terms. They’re the people 
across town, the people who are helped by the organizations 
that receive our donations, the people whom the government 
helps.” As a result, when we insist our neighbors are everybody, 
we end up being neighbors with nobody, especially the people 
that live next door to us. 
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1. Can you name the peop[le that live there? (only 10% could)
2. Do you know something about them that you couldn’t 

know just by observation? (3%)
3. Do you know anything about them that you know because 

of a deeper conversation? (1%)
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Practice saying something with me: “It’s on me.”
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Glynwood

The only other church that’s even on the map is Hunter Hills

Here’s Brookstone– look at all those houses. 

Here’s highland Ridge– another couple hundred houses. 

Across 14 you don’t come to another church until East 

Memorial. And in between there are hundreds of homes. 

Say it again: its on me. Its on us.  If there is a gospel deficiency 

in our neighborhood, its on us.  
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I really believe that if we are not telling other people about 
Jesus, there’s only one of two possibilities: Either we don’t 
believe in the gospel ourselves, or we don’t care about other 
people. 

Transition to Penn clip
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The Gospel is good news
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