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Bulletproof vest, honeymoon over. People don’t want to hear
preachers talking about money… so why do we do it?
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Command those who are rich in this world… Paul tells Timothy,
his young protégé, that this is a subject you are going to have to
bring up in the chuch. It’s almost like he knows people aren’t
going to want to hear it, so he words it strongly. Command
those. Other translations say instruct, or charge, or teach, but I
think the New International gets this one right. It’s a command
(greek paragello)
16 of 38 parables were concerned with how to handle money.
1 out of 10 verses in the gospels deal directly with the subject of
money (288 verses)
The Bible has 500 verses on prayer, less than 500 on faith, and
2000 on money and possessions.

3

Records show that the median household income in Prattville is
$57,478. The average salary in Prattville is $33,427. So I’m going
to leave it up to you to decide if you think you are rich
compared to other people in Prattville. Most people don’t
consider themselves to be rich. According to a Gallup poll, rich
was roughly double the amount the person defining it
possessed. So if you ask someone making $50K a year what is
rich, they would say “$100000.”
According to a poll in Money magazine, a person would need
about $5 million in assets to be considered rich. Guess what.
The readers of Money magazine average about $2.5 million in
net worth.
But verse 17 doesn’t say this is a word for people who think
they are rich. Because almost nobody thinks they are rich. It’s
for those who are rich. And not those who are rich in Prattville
Alabama, But those who are “rich in the world.” So let’s ask the
question again: Are you rich in the world?
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If you plug in Prattville’s median income into the calculator on
the website globalrichlist.com, you find that the average
Prattvillian is in the top .21% of wealth in the world.
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You make almost $30 an hour. The average worker in Ghana,
West Africa makes 8 cents.
It would take 77 years for the average worker in Indonesia to
earn what you earn in one year.
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If you’re thirsty, it takes you a little over a minute to earn
enough money to buy a Coke. For the average worker in
Zimbabwe, it would take an hour and seven minutes.
Most of us who aren’t doctors think doctors are rich, right?
Check this out. We earn enough in a month to pay the salaries
of 353 doctors in Malawi. So when Paul says to Timothy,
“Command those who are rich in the world,” every single one of
us in this room have to conclude that he is talking to us. So what
does he say?

7

8

Think about it. You did not do anything to choose where you
were born. You might be tempted to say, “Well, I work hard for
what I get.” Yes you do. But do you really think you work any
harder than the doctor in Malawi who makes 1/353rd what you
make in a month? When we look at ourselves relative to the
rest of the world, all our arrogance and pride in what we have
accomplished ought to evaporate.
Secondly, Paul tells Timothy to tell his congregation, don’t trust
in wealth, because it is uncertain. We know this to be true as
well. I want to show you something that I keep in my wallet
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This is a 10,000 dollar bill from Zimbabwe. When I asked the
missionary who gave it to me how much it was worth, she said,
“Well, it was my change from a million dollar cup of coffee this
morning.” 10,000 zim dollars was worth about 10 cents
American.
Here’s the thing. When she first got to Zimbabwe, a Zim dollar
was about 1/8 the value of an American dollar, or 12.5 cents.
Which is still pretty ridiculous. But in the time she had been in
the country, Inflation had gone up to the point that a Zim dollar
was 1/100,000 of a US dollar. Notice something else about this
one– it has an expiration date.
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Verse 17b: but to put our hope in God. who richly provides us
with everything for our enjoyment.
So when we think about being generous with our gifts, one of
the questions we have to ask is, am I going to take God at His
Word, and trust that he is going to richly provide for my needs?
We have to overcome a couple of obstacles to get to that point.
The first is thinking that it is our money to begin with. It isn’t our
money. It is God’s money. And the question is never, “How
much do I have to give away,” but “how much do I get to keep?”
We’ll come back to that in a few minutes. Let’s look at what the
rest of the passage says:
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Let’s look at that phrase “be generous and willing to share.” As a
church, we believe that a mark of spiritual maturity is that every
believer is sharing his or her gifts. And that doesn’t just mean
time and talents. Those are both subjects for other sermons.
But this morning, we are talking about sharing our resources.
Our monetary resources.
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And the reason for the command is because Paul understands
the negative effects of wealth. Let’s go back in the chapter and
look closely at verse 10.
God doesn’t want us to be generous because he wants our
money. Psalm 50:9-11 say, I have no need of a bull from your
stall
or of goats from your pens,
10 for every animal of the forest is mine,
and the cattle on a thousand hills.
11 I know every bird in the mountains,
and the insects in the fields are mine.
No, God doesn’t want to have our money. But God loves us so
much that he wants to keep our money from having us.
Vaccination illustration: God wants to vaccinate us against the
negative influence of wealth. So he commands us to do
something counter intuitive: Give it away.
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You probably have heard 2 Cor. 9:7 before, about how God loves
a cheerful giver. I thought about putting this church’s message
on our sign out front. But the truth is, your heart when you give
really is important. There are lots of poor reasons to be
generous or share our gifts
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2 Cor. 9:7 says that no one should give ”reluctantly or out of
compulsion.” And we all know that guilt is a terrible motivator. It
might work in the short term, but not in the long term. [Passing
a homeless man, calling your mother– eventually you find
another route to work, or you stop calling your mother, or you
change the channel. If every time you come to church the
church tries to make you feel guilty for not giving more, or
serving more, or whatever, in the long term most people do not
wind up giving more. They just wind up attending less. So we
don’t share our gifts out of guilt.
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Earlier in 1 Timothy 6, Paul warns Timothy against false teachers
who have been teaching and leading as though godliness was a
means of financial gain. Verse 5 says that such people have been
“robbed of the truth.” We don’t give to gain. Regardless of what
the TV preacher says, you do not give in order to reap a material
blessing. God may indeed bless you materially. But it isn’t
because He owes you for putting a tenth of your paycheck in
the offering plate. It doesn’t work that way.
And honestly, if the church tries to teach that, we are going to
go off the rails quickly. And people who give and don’t see a
tangible result are going to stop giving.
I’ll tell you one of the things that is worrying non-profits
(including churches) about the new tax cuts is that the standard
deduction has gone up to $24000. That means for most middle
class families, unless your giving exceeds the standard
deduction, you no longer have that end of the year incentive to
give. And if people in our church are giving primarily for the tax
benefit, we will see our tithes go down. THe Lottie Moon
offering folks are a little nervous, because they won’t have that
end of the year bump anymore.
So why do we give?
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So why do we give? We give because of the Gospel. Listen to
how Trevin Wax says it in his book “Gospel-Centered teaching:”
“Suddenly, we realize that our view of “generosity” shouldn’t
be formed by how the world defines the word… gospel-shaped
generosity is not motivated by guilt, but by grace.”
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1. Priority: If you wait till you are rich, you will never start. If
you wait until the end of the month, you will wind up giving
God what you have left over, if you give him anything at all.
The best way to make it a priority is to make it the very first
check you write.
And this is scriptural! Look quickly at 1 Corinthians 16:2
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Notice this is “on the first day of the week– before the work
week started. For a worker in 1st century Ephesus, think about
what an act of faith this was. We need
In the next few weeks, we are going to be rolling out the option
of online giving, to help you with this.
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This is so wise on God’s part to not make it a set dollar amount.
One day Jesus was with his disciples watching people put their
offerings into the temple treasury. And when he saw a poor
widow put her two coins in, do you remember what he said?
“They all gave out of their wealth, but she, out of her poverty,
put in all she had—everything she had to live on.”
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There are a lot of people who point out that the word “tithe”
isn’t found in the New Testament. ”Tithing is an Old Testament
concept, and we aren’t under the law, but under grace. So I
don’t have to tithe.” And they are right. But realize that when
we are under grace, Jesus raises the stakes. In the New
Testament, Jesus’ attitude is, “we don’t stop with 10%.”
(Sermon on the Mount– you’ve heard it said, but I say…”)
Percentage should change as your wealth grows.
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1. Priority: If you wait till you are rich, you will never start. If
you wait until the end of the month, you will wind up giving
God what you have left over, if you give him anything at all.
The best way to make it a priority is to make it the very first
check you write.
In the next few weeks, we are going to be rolling out the option
of online giving, to help you with this.
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We are going to be offering FPU in the Spring. Gary Alexander is
going to teach it. It’s a nine week course.
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