Intro: Selection Sunday. Most people in Alabama don’t
often have a reason to care about Selection Sunday, but
for the first time since 2003, both Auburn and Alabama
probably going to be in the NCAA tournament. And
Kentucky fans, who normally are super excited about
March Madness, are kind of quiet today.
But the question that is on everyone’s minds this week
is, who is going to make the field of 68 teams? What
criteria does the selection committee use? Who has the
strongest schedules? Which of the bubble teams have
the most quality wins against top 50 RPI? Which blue
bloods have bad losses against teams that aren’t in the
top 50 RPI? Everyone knows that only a few teams out of
the NCAA’s 347 Division 1 programs will make it to
March Madness.
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These were the same kinds of questions Jesus’ disciples
were asking him in Luke 13. Let’s look together at verses
22-30, and then in a few minutes we will jump back to
verses 1-5.
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So while Jesus is on the way to Jerusalem, someone in
the crowd asks him about Selection Sunday. Lord, who
gets in? Who makes the cut? What does it take to build
a good enough tournament resume, Jesus?
An important thing to remember is that most people
assumed the Jews got an automatic bid. Even the
disciples who acknowledged Jesus was the Messiah
believed he was the Messiah for the Jews. So whoever
this was in the crowd isn’t even thinking about Gentiles
when he says, Lord, are only a few people going to be
saved. But before we get there, I’d like us to go back to
the beginning of the chapter so we can get some
context for what Jesus and the disciples had been
talking about. Let’s look at verses 1-5
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Just like today, people in Jesus’ day tried to understand
Jesus’ teaching in light of current events. We don’t
know the precise details of the news story people were
asking Jesus about, but apparently there were several
Galileans (Jews from Northern Israel) whom Pilate had
assassinated while they were in the midst of offering
their sacrifices. And so maybe they were looking for
Jesus to give those guys some sort of posthumous
medal of honor. Last week we talked about costly
commitment. Maybe people in the crowd were waiting
for Jesus to say– those guys? Those martyrs– that’s
what righteousness looks like! But Jesus didn’t say that.
Instead, he says, “Do you think those guys were worse
sinners than other Galileans because they suffered this
way?” UNLESS YOU REPENT, YOU TOO WILL PERISH!
Wow! Not much of a feel good sermon, is it?
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Then it’s Jesus’ turn to remind them of a news story:
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Again, we don’t have any record of this story outside
the pages of scripture. But it seems clear that this was a
terrible construction accident that must have been on
people’s minds at the time, much the same as the
school shootings have been for us recently. But we also
need to remember that conventional wisdom
connected suffering with sin. So Jesus asks them, do
you think these 18 construction workers were worse
sinners than everyone else living in Jerusalem? Then he
answers his own question: no. But unless you repent,
you too will all perish.
Here’s what you need to know: [transition]
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this idea is expressed again in the musical Hamilton
[transition]
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So you’ve got these two news stories– righteous
Galileeans who were martyred in the middle of offering
sacrifices, and innocent people who were taken out by
a disaster. And Jesus refuses to let either one stay a
philosophical discussion. He makes them personal:
[transition]
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But unless you repent, you too will all perish.
The statistics are pretty conclusive. One out of one
people die. And according to Hebrews 9:27, [transition]
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after they die, one out of one people will face
judgment. And so that brings us to the second point.
Because death doesn’t discriminate …[transition]
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This verse makes some things very clear. The first is the
answer to the disciple’s question: Will only a few
people be saved? Yes. It’s a narrow door. Matthew 7:14
says “small is the gate and narrow the road that leads
to salvation, and only a few people find it.”
This phrase “make every effort” in the NIV is “strive” in
the ESV, “Work hard” in the New Living Translation. It’s
the Greek word agonizomai. You hear the word
“agony” in it. Jesus says ”Agonize.” “Struggle.” Work
hard. It’s the same word Paul uses in 1 Timothy 6:12
when he says “Fight the good fight of the faith.”
The other thing this passage makes clear is that time is
short. Look at the next verse:
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The language here reminds me a lot of the story of
Noah and the ark. In Genesis 7, Noah worked on the ark
for 120 years. Sometimes we wonder what would have
happened if any of his neighbors would have repented
during that time. We’ll never know. Because at the end
of those 120 years, the Bible says in Genesis 7:16 that
God shut the door. Jesus is saying the same thing in
Luke. There is going to come a point when the owner of
the house (God) is going to close the door. And if you
aren’t already in the house, it is going to be too late.
Verse 26-27 [transition]
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Listen– it isn’t enough to be around Jesus. It isn’t
enough to eat and drink with him. Or even to listen to
him teach. If that’s all you’ve got, then you run the risk
of hearing the same thing these people hear from the
owner of the house: I don’t know you.”
2 Peter 3:9 says that God is not slow in keeping his
promises, as some count slowness to be.
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2 Peter 3:9 says that God is not slow in keeping his
promises, as some count slowness to be. Instead, he is
patient, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to
come to repentance.
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It’s an exclusive relationship because there is no other
way to get there except through Jesus. John 14:6: I am
the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
father except through me.
2 Peter 3:9 says that God is not slow in keeping his
promises, as some count slowness to be. Instead, he is
patient, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to
come to repentance.
The gospel is an inclusive invitation to an exclusive
relationship. It’s inclusive because anyone can respond,
but it’s exclusive because there is only one way to
respond. How do you respond? [transition]

14

The word repent is the word Metanoia, and it literally
means to change your mind. You change how you feel
about sin. You hate it the same way God hates it. It isn’t
a mistake. It isn’t bad choices. It’s sin.
Metanoia is the inward change
Believe: pisteuo: That’s when you put action to the
change of mind. Notice the last part of the definition:
it’s to place confidence in.
Believe is the outward action.
And the reason its such a narrow gate is because it is so
hard in our culture to really repent and ask forgiveness.
Its hard to admit you are a sinner in need of a savior.
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Donald Trump: “I try not to make mistakes where I have
to ask for forgiveness. I work hard. I’m an honorable
person.
You say, I did that years ago. I was 8 years old when I
walked the aisle at Vacation Bible school. I know I’m
saved. Let me ask you something. How does that
decision you made when you were 8 years old make a
difference in your life today?
You can say, “How dare you question my salvation?”
But if there is no difference in how you think, how you
talk, how you act, how you relate to your wife, what
you click on, what you watch, what you listen to,
Where you spend your time, how you spend your
money… if you aren’t any more forgiving, if you aren’t
any more generous, of you aren’t any less bigoted or
racist or mean or anxious or fearful– if there is no
discernible difference between you and your nonbelieving neighbor, then how dare you not question
your salvation? It isn’t any of those things that save
you, but a transformed life is a sign that you are saved.
And if there is no difference, then are you sure you are
saved?
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Jesus doesn’t evaluate– at least not the same way we
do. We look at behavior. God looks on the heart (1
Samuel 16:7)
The person who asked Jesus the question in the first
place thought Jews would get in just because they were
Jews. But look at verse 29– people will come from the
east and west and north and south. The Jews that were
listening to Jesus on that day must have been shocked,
because Jesus was saying, Number 1, that not all Jews
were going to get in, but Number 2, there would be lots
of non-Jews that WOULD get in!
Romans 2:11– god does not show favoritism
Acts 10:34-35: same thing.
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There’s only one thing we are evaluated on: Whether
we have trusted Jesus to be our one and only savior for
our sins.
Billy Graham: “I’m not going to heaven because I have
preached to great crowds or read the bible many times.
I’m going to heaven just like the thief on the cross who
said in that last moment, “Lord, remember me.”
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I’ll remind you of the line from the Hamilton song:
“If there’s a reason I’m still alive when so many around
me have died, I’m willing to wait for it.”
Maybe it is for this moment. This morning. Right here
right now.
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