
Intro: the difference between everyday china and 
wedding china to illustrate the difference between 
common grace and saving grace. 
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Before we get to talking about two kinds of grace, I want 
to make sure you understand what I mean by grace in 
the first place. And this is so important that I don’t want 
to take for granted that you know what it means. Years 
ago, in the spring of 2001, I was on a mission trip to 
London England, and we were talking to school children 
in North London, which has a very heavy muslim
population. I asked a teenager what he thought happens 
to someone when they die. He said, you try to live a 
good life, and if Allah is merciful on the say of your 
death, you will enter paradise. Then I asked him if he 
knew the word grace. Oh yes, he said, I know all about 
grace. Grace is when you can move very smoothly, or if 
you are a good dancer, you have a lot of grace. So I asked 
him if he ever used the word “grace” when he talked 
about his faith in Allah. He looked confused. So I asked 
him, is there any way you can be sure that Allah will let 
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him into paradise. He said, “The only way you can be 
sure is if you die for your faith.” That was March of 2001. 
We all know what happened on September 11, 2001. So 
you can see why getting “grace” right matters.  
Transition]
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See Psalm 145:9; Mt. 5:45; Lk. 6:35; Acts 14:17

Psalm 145:9 New International Version (NIV)
9 The LORD is good to all; he has compassion on all he has 

made.

Matthew 5:45 New International Version (NIV)
45 He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and 

sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.

In Luke 6:35, Jesus uses the example of God’s common 

grace to give us a clue as to how we should live: 

[Transition]

3



See Psalm 145:9; Mt. 5:45; Lk. 6:35; Acts 14:17

In Acts 14, you have the story of Paul and Barnabas. They 
are in the Greek city of Lystra, and God has just used 
them to heal a man who was lame from birth. And all 
the pagans in the crowd decide that Paul and Barnabas 
are the Greek gods Zeus and Hermes come down to 
them in humans form. When P and B realize what they 
are saying, they put a stop to it, and say, [transition]
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See Psalm 145:9; Mt. 5:45; Lk. 6:35; Acts 14:17

In Acts 14, you have the story of Paul and Barnabas. They 
are in the Greek city of Lystra, and God has just used 
them to heal a man who was lame from birth. And all 
the pagans in the crowd decide that Paul and Barnabas 
are the Greek gods Zeus and Hermes come down to 
them in humans form. When P and B realize what they 
are saying, they put a stop to it, and say, [transition]

So that’s common grace. Again, its bestowed on all 
people regardless of whether they have, or ever will 
have, a relationship with him. In our passage this 
morning, it’s the grace that is poured out on all ten 
lepers. 
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But that is different from saving grace. Let’s look at what 
saving grace is:
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(Rom. 3:10-12, 20-22; Eph. 2:8-9; Hebrews 12:2; 
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Turn with me to the book of Romans, chapter 3: 

0 As it is written:
“There is no one righteous, not even one;
11 there is no one who understands;

there is no one who seeks God.
12 All have turned away,

they have together become worthless;
there is no one who does good,

not even one.”[b]

21 But now apart from the law the righteousness of 
God has been made known, to which the Law and the 
Prophets testify. 22 This righteousness is given through 
faithin[h] Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no 
difference between Jew and Gentile, 23 for all have 
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sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and all are 
justified freely by his grace through the redemption that 
came by Christ Jesus.25 God presented Christ as a 
sacrifice of atonement,[i] through the shedding of his 
blood—to be received by faith. He did this to 
demonstrate his righteousness, because in his 
forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand 
unpunished— 26 he did it to demonstrate his 
righteousness at the present time, so as to be just and 
the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus.

7

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=rom+3&version=NIV


(Rom. 3:10-12, 20-22; Eph. 2:8-9; Hebrews 12:2; 

8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—
and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—
9 not by works, so that no one can boast.

And Hebrews 12 describes Jesus as the author and the 
finisher of our faith. That means that saving grace—faith 
in God starts with Him as the author, and finishes with 
him as the perfecter of our faith. 

So I want to bring us in for a landing by talking about 
how we see these two types of grace in the story of the 
ten lepers.

8



Grace doesn’t have any borders: 

Borders between Jews and Samaritans (Jesus was on 
the border between the two areas); borders between 
the clean and the unclean (lepers were required to stay 
at least 50 yards upwind of ”clean” people. They also 
had to sew bells on to their clothing so people could 
hear them coming, and call out unclean. 

Side note: isn’t it interesting that the first thing that 
broke down the borders was shared isolation. The ten 
lepers were apparently made up of both Jews and 
Samaritans. 

But from the very beginning it was God’s plan that 
through Jesus people from all nations could be 
reconciled to Him. He told Abraham way back in 
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Genesis 26 that all nations would be blessed through 
his offspring. Galatians: there is no Jew nor Greek. 
Revelation: people from every tribe and nation. 
Number two: [transition]
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Jesus doesn’t need any middleman.

According to Leviticus 14:3, a priest had to examine 
someone who was cleansed of leprosy. This is why Jesus 
told them to show themselves to the priest. Isn’t it 
interesting that first they obeyed, then they were 
healed? It says that “as they went, they were cleansed,” 
not, they were cleansed, so they got up and left. 

But even more interesting is what the one leper did. As 
soon as he realized he was clean, it’s like he said, “I 
don’t need a priest. The one that healed me– he’s the 
one I need to go to.” So he went back. And this gives us 
a beautiful picture of how Jesus changes the game. We 
now have direct access to God the Father through Jesus. 
Hebrew 4 calls him our great high priest. He is able to 
sympathize with our weaknesses because he has been 
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tempted just as we are, yet was without sin. And so we 
can approach the throne of grace with confidence, 
knowing we can receive mercy in our time of need. 

1 Timothy 2:5-6:
5 For there is one God and one mediator between God 
and mankind, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave himself 
as a ransom for all people. This has now been witnessed 
to at the proper time.
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Gratitude doesn’t show any restraint.

The leper returned to give thanks is a great example of 
unrestrained thankfulness.  When Jesus invades our 
lives, we don’t hold back. You see this in 2 Samuel 6, 
when David danced before the Lord with all his might. 
Or when poured the alabaster jar of perfume over 
Jesus’ feet in John 12.

Read ten lepers poem

Finally, salvation does require a response. The tenth 
leper shows the difference between common grace 
(given to all ten whether they responded or ever would 
respond) and saving grace. I want you to notice what 
Jesus said to the one who came back:
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In the Greek, the word for “made you well” is sozo. It’s 
used interchangeably in the New Testament, sometimes 
referring to physical healing, sometimes referring to 
spiritual salvation. For example, in Matthew 1:21 when 
the angel tells Joseph what they are to name her baby 
boy, he says, “You shall call his name Jesus, for he will 
save his people from their sins.” It’s the same word that 
us used in Luke 17:19 

You might say, well if the words can be used 
interchangeably, then you can’t make a whole 
theological point on this word. And you are right. But 
its worth noting that there were lots of words for 
physical healing that Jesus could have used, but He 
didn’t. In verse 17, when he asked “were not all ten 
CLEANSED, He used the Greek word kataridzo, where 
we get our word catharsis. In John 5, when he heals the 
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paralytic at the pool, he says, “I see you are well again,” 
and the word for well is hygies, where we get the word 
for hygiene. And in Matthews’s gospel, where Jesus 
heals the sick, the word is therapeuo. 

So why sozo here? Because when someone responds to 
the grace that is poured out on them, common grace 
becomes saving grace. Everyday china becomes 
wedding china. The moment of response is the moment 
of salvation. 
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