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Verse 13 seems weird, coming from the guy who is going to be crucified 
upside-down just a few years after writing this. But he's saying that 
normally, even a hostile world is not going to try to do harm to a believer 
who is seeking to love others the way Jesus did. This tends to put the 
things we call "persecution" into perspective. Starbucks saying "happy 
holidays" instead of "Merry Christmas" for example, is not religious 
persecution.

But when we do suffer for our faith, it shouldn't surprise us.
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Jesus predicted we would suffer. Check out what he said to his disciples 
just before he was crucified. 
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This verse gives us several practical handles for sharing our faith with 
confidence and competence. .
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1. First, determine that Christ is Lord (revere = set apart, or sanctify, or 
make holy)

“When we are no longer afraid to honor Christ as Lord, we can cry out 
from the depth of our hearts, Jesus is my King! He alone is holy and 
worthy of my praise—and yours! I fear Him only; therefore I am not 
afraid of you!”
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2. Remember what you are to defend (Give an answer = apologia)

You are to give an answer for the hope that is within you. Because the 
Greek word for give an answer is apologia, this is the go to verse for the 
study of apologetics. And when we think about apologetics, we kind of 
think of elite, Geren Beret, Seal Team Six stuff. Stuff you can only qualify 
for if you have a season pass to the Creation Museum and the Ark 
Encounter. 

But it doesn’t say give an answer for why the earth was created in six 
literal 24 hour periods. Or for why Calvinism or superior to Arminianism. 
What does it say?

And guess what? You are the expert on the hope that you have. No one is 
more qualified to talk about the hope that you have. You aren’t qualified 
to talk about the hope that I have. That’s my job. 
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3. Remember how you are to defend it (gentleness and respect)

God doesn't keep us in the world to win arguments, but to win people.
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Talk about the coffee cup.  Make sure  you talk about Kasey’s part–
seeing another merchant not as a competitor but as a colleague. 
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Trying to share the gospel without using words is like watching a 
newscast with the sound turned off. I may realize that the newscaster is 
excited, but I don’t know why. The popular quip, “Preach the gospel; if 
necessary, use words,” is like saying, “Tell me your phone number; if 
necessary, use digits.”
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Wait... what?

"We know four things about the spirits mentioned in 1 Peter 3:19. They 
are incorporeal, they are imprisoned, their sin was committed before the 
Flood, and Jesus visited the place of their captivity to make an 
announcement to them. Who exactly these spirits are has been the 
subject of some speculation through the years."
(From gotquestions.org)
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Wait... what?

"Peter made it clear that he did not want readers to think he was 
referring to water baptism when he specifically said not the removal of 
dirt from the flesh... The only baptism that saves people is dry--the 
spiritual one into the death as well as the resurrection of Christ:
The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, 1 Peter, p. 217-218
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