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Let’s flash back to the moment Jesus called Peter. I am going to take most 
of my references from the book of Matthew. Matthew tells us more 
about Peter than any other gospel, and most scholars believe Peter was 
Matthew’s primary source for his information. So you may want to turn 
to Matthew 4 and follow along there. 

By the time Jesus called Peter, he had pretty much come to terms with 
the fact that he would never be anything more than a fisherman. The fact 
that he was a fisherman as an adult with a wife tells you that he’d gone 
about as far as he could in the Jewish education system. He wasn’t going 
to be a rabibi. He hadn’t been chosen by any of the prominent rabbis of 
the day to be one of their students, or Talmudim. 

Neither had James and John. They were just a little further down the 
beach on the sea of Galilee. Matthew 4:21 says they were “mending 
their nets.” I tell you that now because its going to be important later.  
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Yet, along comes Jesus, and he calls out to these burly, blue collar 
fisherman, whom most people had already written off, and he says, 
“follow me.” 

He didn’t go to the local school so he could ask the rabbi who their best 
and brightest students were. He didn’t go to the Pharisees and ask “who 
do you see that’s up and coming—someone with real potential?” 
instead, he went to the docks. 

Peter was called, he says in verse 10, by the God of all grace, who called 
him to His eternal glory. And the same is true for all of us. None of us 
were chosen because we were the best at anything. We were chosen by 
God’s grace, for God’s glory. 

Number 2--
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Go back up to verse 6. This is one Peter had to learn the hard way.  He 
had heard Jesus say, in Matthew 23:12: 

Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself 
will be exalted. Every time Peter had a moment of self-exaltation, it was 
followed by a moment of divine humbling:
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You see this pattern over and over in the gospel of Matthew.  Whenever 
Peter started lifting himself up, or thinking he was something, God 
would give him a loving, divine smackdown. Check this out: 
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Walking on Water (Matthew 14:28-31)
Self exaltation (getting out of the boat) followed by divine humbling ("O 
you of little faith")

28 “Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the 
water.”29 “Come,” he said.Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked 
on the water and came toward Jesus. 30 But when he saw the wind, he 
was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save 
me!” 31 Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of 
little faith,” he said, “why did you doubt?”

Peter's Confession of Christ (Matthew 16:13-23)
Self-exaltation (Peter rebukes Jesus) followed by divine humbling (Jesus 
rebukes Peter)

22 Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never, Lord!” he said. 
“This shall never happen to you!” 23 Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get 
behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do not have in 
mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.”

The Transfiguration (Matthew 17:1-7)
Self-exaltation (Peter makes plans for Jesus) followed by divine humbling 
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("This is my Son... listen to Him!)

4 And Peter said to Jesus, "Lord, it is good that we are here. If you wish, I 
will make three tents here, one for you and one for Moses and one for 
Elijah." 5 He was still speaking when, behold, a bright cloud 
overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, "This is my beloved 
Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him."

Jesus predicts Peter's denial (Matthew 26:33-34)
Self exaltation (Even if all fall away, I never will) followed by divine 
humbling (You will deny my three times)

33 Peter answered him, "Though they all fall away because of you, I will 
never fall away." 34 Jesus said to him, "Truly, I tell you, this very night, 
before the rooster crows, you will deny me three times.”
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The night Jesus was arrested, He told Peter that Satan had demanded 

permission (ESV, NASB) to sift him (as well as the rest of the disciples) like 

wheat (see Luke 22:31-32). Wheat was sifted by being shaken is a strong 

wind. The coming hours would shake up all the disciples, but especially 

Simon Peter. 
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In the Old Testament, a threshing fan was a wooden shovel or screen.  
The harvester would pick up a load of wheat and toss it into the wind in 
order for the lighter chaff, which was useless, to be blown away.  The 
chaff would then be swept up and burned, while the good grain settled 
into a pile. This process was winnowing the wheat.
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Let’s take a look at how Peter was sifted and shaken.  Luke 22, starting in 
verse 54:

54 Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into the high 
priest's house, and Peter was following at a distance. 55 And when they 
had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat down together, 
Peter sat down among them. 56 Then a servant girl, seeing him as he sat 
in the light and looking closely at him, said, "This man also was with 
him."57 But he denied it, saying, "Woman, I do not know him." 58 And a 
little later someone else saw him and said, "You also are one of them." 
But Peter said, "Man, I am not." 59 And after an interval of about an hour 
still another insisted, saying, "Certainly this man also was with him, for 
he too is a Galilean." 60 But Peter said, "Man, I do not know what you 
are talking about." And immediately, while he was still speaking, the 
rooster crowed.

CUE TRANSITION: 
61 And the Lord turned and looked at Peter. And Peter remembered the 
saying of the Lord, how he had said to him, "Before the rooster crows 
today, you will deny me three times." 62 And he went out and wept 
bitterly.
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Peter had to be feeling a little bit like the chaff here. Worthless. Maybe 
that’s why what happened in John 21 happened.  
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Last place to turn this morning: John 21. [Set up scene]
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21 After this Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of 

Tiberias, and he revealed himself in this way. 2 Simon Peter, Thomas 

(called the Twin), Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and 

two others of his disciples were together. 3 Simon Peter said to them, “I 

am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went out 

and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing…

15 When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son 

of John, do you love me more than these?”“Yes, Lord,” he said, “you 

know that I love you.”Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.” 16 Again Jesus said, 

“Simon son of John, do you love me?”He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know 

that I love you.”Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” 17 The third time he 

said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”Peter was hurt 

because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said, 

“Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.”Jesus said, “Feed my 

sheep. 18 Very truly I tell you, when you were younger you dressed 

yourself and went where you wanted; but when you are old you will 

stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you 

where you do not want to go.” 19 Jesus said this to indicate the kind of 

death by which Peter would glorify God. Then he said to him, “Follow 

me!”
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Remember when I told you to remember what James and John were 
doing when Jesus first called them? They were mending their nets. It’s 
the same word. 

RESTORE: Greek katartidzo. to mend (what has been broken or rent), to 
repair (Compare Matthew 4:21!)

CONFIRM: Greek sterizo, to make stable, place firmly, set fast, fix (See 
Luke 22:32)

STRENGTHEN: Make strong, specifically the soul (See Acts 4:13)

ESTABLISH: To lay a firm foundation. It's the same word Jesus used in 
Matthew 7:25 to describe the house that had its foundation on the rock. 
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