We begin a new series this morning from the book of Proverbs that
we’re calling “The Path: Ancient Wisdom for Modern Life” Proverbs is in
a section of the Old Testament called the Wisdom Writings. Job, Psalms,
Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Solomon.

Intro: When I was in high school, our youth group, First Baptist Church
of Avondale Estates, Georgia, took a mission trip to New York and New
Jersey. After seeing Niagara Falls, it was time to head back to Georgia.
But that morning, our bus driver took a wrong turn out of Buffalo, New
York, but he never realized it until we got to the Canadian border. None
of us had passports, because none of us were planning to go to Canada.
However, there was no easy place for a church bus to turn around there
at the border. So two members of the Royal Canadian Mounted police
accompanied our church bus about 20 minutes up to the next exit,
where we could turn around, and then 20 minutes back to the border.
So for almost an hour, we were undocumented immigrants. Of course,
we all thought it was awesome. But I’m pretty sure the Mounties didn’t
see it that way… I'm pretty sure the next day there were cries of "Build
that wall!" in the Canadian parliament. "We're going to build a wall,
and we're gonna make Georgia pay for it."
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Now here is the point: No matter how much we didn’t want to go to
Canada, the fact is that if you go north from buffalo, new York, you are
going to wind up in Canada. We had every intention of heading back to
Georgia. But our intentions were not going to get us to where we
wanted to be if our direction was heading the other way.
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Solomon apparently thought so much of this truth that it is repeated,
word for word, two chapters later.

The word derek (way) occurs 705 times in the Hebrew Bible. 59 in the
book of Proverbs.
Derek (way)

And its easy to remember– just think of “derek”tion
Can refer to a physical road or pathway, but metaphorically refers to the journey,
manner, or course of one’s life. Everyone who is alive and conscious is on the road,
and every day presents you with choices about how we will walk down that road.
Many of the Proverbs can be grouped into three pairs of choices:

Between wisdom and foolishness (see Proverbs 4:11; 12:15; 14:8; 19:3; 21:16)
Pro 4:11 - I have taught you the way of wisdom;
I have led you in the paths of uprightness.
12:15 The way of a fool is right in his own eyes,
but a wise man listens to advice.
Pro 21:16 - One who wanders from the way of good sense
will rest in the assembly of the dead.
Between righteousness and wickedness (see Proverbs 2:12; 2:20; 4:19; 8:20; 11:5;
13:6; 15:9; 29:27)
Pro 4:19 - The way of the wicked is like deep darkness;
they do not know over what they stumble.
Pro 2:8 - guarding the paths of justice

and watching over the way of his saints.
Pro 2:12 - delivering you from the way of evil,
from men of perverted speech,
Pro 15:9 - The way of the wicked is an abomination to the LORD,
but he loves him who pursues righteousness.
Between God's way and man's way (see Proverbs 2:8; 10:29; 14:12; 16:9; 16:25;
20:24; 21:2)
Pro 10:29 - The way of the LORD is a stronghold to the blameless,
Pro 16:9 - The heart of man plans his way,
but the LORD establishes his steps.
but destruction to evildoers.
Pro 21:2 - Every way of a man is right in his own eyes,
but the LORD weighs the heart.
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Not a rule to follow… but a principle that follows you whether you
follow it or not.
Not a law. People can break laws. But if you try to break this principle,
it will wind up breaking you.
And it isn’t a problem to be fixed. When someone is not where they
want to be, they don’t get where they want to be by fixing a problem.
They get there the same way they got to where they didn’t want to be–
by putting one foot in front of the other. Which brings us to the
principle of the path:
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Notice that the invitation is the same– let all who are simple come to
my house.
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DOES WHERE YOU WANT TO BE ALIGN WITH THE DIRECTION YOU ARE
HEADING?
For example:
• A single woman says, “I want to meet and one day marry a great
Christian guy who’s really got his act together” ...but then she dates
whoever asks her out, as long as he’s cute.
• A married woman says, “I want to have a great relationship with my
husband” ... but she makes the children a priority over him.
• A husband says, “I want my kids to respect me as they grow up”...
and then he openly flirts with other women in the neighborhood.
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• A young Christian says, “I want to develop a deep and lasting intimacy
with God” ... But before he even gets out of bed every morning he’s
checking facebook and Instagram until its time to go to school.
• A working man says, “I want to grow old and invest the latter years of
my life in my grandchildren” ... but then he neglects his
health.
• A regular guy says, “I want to get thin and lose weight … supersize
that.”
• A couple says, “We want our children to always put God first in their
lives... but then they skip church every weekend and head to the beach,
or sleep in and watch football.
• Newlyweds determine to be financially secure by the time they reach
their parents’ age ... But they max out their credit cards so they can go
on a fairytale honeymoon.
• A high school freshman intends to graduate with a GPA that will
afford him options as he selects a college ... but neglects his studies
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Leave the path you’re on (Proverbs 9:6; compare 9:15)
Verse 6: Leave your simple ways and live– another word for this is repentance.
Put your trust in Jesus (Proverbs 9:5; compare Matthew 26:26-27)
Maybe you’re wondering how I got to Jesus from Proverbs. After all, in Proverbs 9,
Solomon personifies wisdom as a woman. How do you get from Lady Wisdom to
Jesus? Well, Paul in 1 Corinthians calls Jesus “the power of God and the wisdom of
God.” (1 Corinthians 1:24)
And if you need it to be a little more clear, look at verse 5. Wisdom invites us to eat
her bread and drink her wine. Who else does that?
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