
Please turn to Luke chapter 2. Intro to series, talk about God with us.  
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This month we’ve been looking at the “Behind the Music” stories of 
some of our most loved Christmas carols. We’ve  learned about O Holy 
Night by Philippe Cappeau,  and Joy to the World by Isaac Watts. So this 
morning, I’m going to tell you about another carol you know all the 
words to– written by Charles Wesley.  [Transition]

Charles was the eighteenth of 19 children born to Samuel and Susannah 
Wesley on December 18, 1707 (Happy birthday). In 1735, He and his 
older brother John [TRANSITION] were sent to the British colony of 
Savannah, Georgia-– John to be the Anglican chaplain for the colony, and 
Charles to be the secretary of Indian Affairs to governor James 
Oglethorpe. 

It was not a good experience, The Wesley brothers were  strict and 
uncompromising in the expectations they put on the colonists, many of 
whom had come from the lower levels of English society. They couldn’t 
relate to the Wesleys strict spiritual discipline. John’s typical Sunday 
schedule began at 5am with English prayers, followed by prayers in 
Italian and French, then bible classes for children, then worship, then 
more English prayers at 3pm. On one occasion, insensitive to the nature 
of life on the frontier, John “deeply offended” many men when he 
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rebuked them for fishing and hunting on the Lord’s Day rather than 
devoting himself to prayer like him.

Another time, John flatly refused to spend time with someone who was 
keenly interested in conversing with him because John’s preferred topic 
of conversation—religion—was not on the agenda. As he 
unsympathetically stated, “I [would] rather not converse with you at all.” 
John left Georgia within two years, considering his time there a failure. 

But as bad an experience as it was for John, it might have been even 
worse for Charles. Charles was so bothered by his church members 
shooting guns on Sunday that he got his boss, the governor of Georgia, 
to pass a law forbidding the discharge of firearms on the Lord’s Day. A 
couple of Sundays later, the town doctor stood outside the church where 
Charles was leading communion and fired his gun into the air. As he was 
being arrested, he shouted out, “If anyone gets sick while I’m in jail, its 
Charles Wesley’s fault!!” Charles left Georgia after only six months. 

It’s ironic that the man who was so strict and so unyielding in his 
expression of living the Christian life gave us so many joyful hymns. He 
wrote 8,989 hymns, including O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing, Come 
Thou Long Expected Jesus, Christ the Lord is Risen Today, and today’s 
Christmas carol.  Anyone want to guess? Maybe if I play its most famous 
rendition… [Transition]
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Its hard not to smile at that, isn’t it? And I think that’s the point. The 
news that God is with us is, like the angels sang, Good news of great joy. 
Let’s stand for the reading of God’s Word.  

8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to 
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled 
with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, "Fear not, for behold, I 
bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For 
unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 
Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in 
swaddling cloths and lying in a manger." 13 And suddenly there was with 
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and 
saying, 14 "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those 
with whom he is pleased!"15 When the angels went away from them 
into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go over to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has 
made known to us." 16 And they went with haste and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17 And when they saw it, they 
made known the saying that had been told them concerning this 
child. 18 And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told 
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them.
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READ verses 26-27

There’s a popular idea out there that ”Fear not” is the most-repeated 
command in the Bible. Rick Warren once claimed in a sermon that there 
were 365 “Fear nots” in the Bible. In the KJV, there are 63 Fear Nots.  And 
there are 66 “fear God” or “fear the Lord.” The truth is, you need both. 
Healthy fear of God  gives us the capacity to “Fear not” everything else.   
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And the angel to Zechariah (Luke 1:12-13)
And Zechariah was troubled when he saw him, and fear fell upon him. 
But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer 
has been heard, 

And the angel to Mary (Luke 1:29-30)
But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what 
sort of greeting this might be. 30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be 
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.

Throughout the Bible, the first response to an angelic visitation or the 
presence of God was fear (see Exodus 3:5-6; Joshua 5:13-15; Judges 
13:10-20; Isaiah 6:1-6; Daniel 10:9-20; Revelation 1:12-17) And that's not 
a bad thing. 

Oswald Chambers said it this way:
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But what does it mean to “fear” God? Are we meant to be afraid of him? 
When Martin Luther struggled with that, he made this distinction, He 
distinguished between what he called a servile fear and a filial fear.

[Transition] The servile fear is a kind of fear that a prisoner in a torture 
chamber has for his tormentor, the jailer, or the executioner. It’s that kind 
of dreadful anxiety in which someone is frightened by the clear and 
present danger that is represented by another person. Or it’s the kind of 
fear that a slave would have at the hands of a malicious master who 
would come with the whip and torment the slave. Servile refers to a 
posture of servitude toward a malevolent owner.

[Transition] Luther distinguished between that and what he called filial 
fear, drawing from the Latin concept from which we get the idea of 
family. It refers to the fear that a child has for his father. In this regard, 
Luther is thinking of a child who has tremendous respect and love for his 
father or mother and who dearly wants to please them. He has a fear or 
an anxiety of offending the one he loves, not because he’s afraid of 
torture or even of punishment, but rather because he’s afraid of 
displeasing the one who is, in that child’s world, the source of security 
and love.
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I think this distinction is helpful because the basic meaning of fearing the 
Lord that we read about in Deuteronomy is also in the Wisdom 
Literature, where we’re told that “the fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
wisdom.” The focus here is on a sense of awe and respect for the majesty 
of God. That’s often lacking in contemporary evangelical Christianity. We 
get very flippant and cavalier with God, as if we had a casual relationship 
with the Father. We are invited to call Him Abba, Father, and to have the 
personal intimacy promised to us, but still we’re not to be flippant with 
God. We’re always to maintain a healthy respect and adoration for Him.
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Focus in on that word “good news” [Transition]

The Greek word is “euangellion” [Transition] You see the prefix eu, that 
means good (eulogy, euphemism) + angellion, which is message. Looks 
like the word “Angel,” and youre right. An angel is a messenger. 

Put it together and you get [Transition] evangelism.  Just as we saw the 
fear/do not fear in all three of the angelic appearances, we also see Good 
news leading to great joy in all three [Transition] 
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..And the angel to Zechariah:
And you will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, 
(Luke 1:14)

And the angel answered him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of 
God, and I was sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. 
(Luke 1:19)

...And Elizabeth to Mary:
For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby 
in my womb leaped for joy. (Luke 1:44)

...And Mary to God:
“My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,

for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. For behold, from 
now on all generations will call me blessed; (Luke 1:47-48)
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The point: Good News (euangellion) always results in great joy
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...And Elizabeth to Mary:
For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby 
in my womb leaped for joy. (Luke 1:44)

...And Mary to God:
“My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. For behold, from 
now on all generations will call me blessed; (Luke 1:47-48)

The point: Good News (euangellion) always results in great joy
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More quotes about the Good News:

"The gospel is only good news when we understand the bad news." --RC 
Sproul

"When the heart no longer feels the truth of hell, the gospel passes from 
good news to simply news."-- John Piper

"Salvation is always good news. It is news of God's love and forgiveness: 
adoption into his family, fellowship with his people, freedom from the 
penalty of sin, liberation from the power of sin." --Billy Graham

If you understand the gospel, you realize that there is no way to 
understand good news without there being great joy.  The gospel is 
about freedom. Not bondage. I think that’s why the Wesley brothers had 
such a hard time when they came to America. Their gospel didn’t sound 
like good news. It sounded like bad news. And unfortunately, that’s what 
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our gospel often sounds like today.
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10 And the angel said to them, "Fear not, for behold, I bring you good 
news of great joy that will be for all the people. 

16 And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby 
lying in a manger. 17 And when they saw it, they made known the saying 
that had been told them concerning this child.18 And all who heard it 
wondered at what the shepherds told them.

Because the great joy is for all people, that means two things: 

The Good News is both personal [transition]

*For to you is born this day... a Savior! 
*This will be a sign to you
(Not to Israel, or to the nations, or to Mary and Joseph.  All those things 
are true, but realize that the angels were talking to a group of smelly, 
marginalized, bottom rung on the social ladder shepherds, saying, this 
is to you.  
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But it is also public {transition]
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The Good News is just information unless it's proclaimed (v. 17)

Can you imagine if the shepherds had done what we usually do after 
we’ve been to church on Sunday morning? 

• Wow… that was so interesting.
• Man, the choir was great this morning– did you hear the multitude 

of the heavenly host when they hit the high note on “Glory to God 
in the highest?” It gave me chills

• Hey, I missed the third point on the outline. What came after “And 
on earth, peace?” Oh… good will toward men? Thanks for that.

No, the shepherds knew that the good news was only good if it was 
proclaimed. Otherwise, its just information. 
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At the beginning of the message, I wondered how in the world such a 
sour, legalistic, self-righteous guy like Charles Wesley could have written 
such a joyful song as “Hark the Herald Angels Sing?” 

The answer is, he didn’t stay sour and legalistic. After returning to 
England, Charles taught English to Moravian Peter Böhler, who prompted 
Charles to look at the state of his soul more deeply. During May 1738, 
Charles began reading Martin Luther's volume on Galatians while ill. He 
wrote in his diary, "I labored, waited, and prayed to feel 'who loved me, 
and gave himself for me.'" He shortly found himself convinced, and 
journaled, "I now found myself at peace with God, and rejoice in hope of 
loving Christ." Two days later he began writing a hymn celebrating his 
conversion. Eventually, Charles would take the gospel outside the walls 
of the church, and became a well known, open air evangelist. From 1738-
1743, he preached to nearly 200,000 people, all outside the church. 
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