
22 And he said, “The Son of Man must suffer many things and be 
rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the 
law, and he must be killed and on the third day be raised to 
life.” 23 Then he said to them all: “Whoever wants to be my 
disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross daily and 
follow me. 24 For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but 
whoever loses their life for me will save it.25 What good is it for 
someone to gain the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit their very 
self?



In 1636, a group of New Englanders got together to found a university 
which would emphasize Christlike character formation above all else. It 
would employ exclusively Christian professors. It would root all its 
policies and practices in a Christian worldview. The founders developed a 
mission statement: [Transition]

They created a seal [transition] with the word “truth” (veritas) in the 
center, and the motto Christo et ecclesiae (Christ and the Church) around 
the outside. Put all together, and it is “truth for Christ and the church”

The school was Harvard.  And if you are thinking to yourself, “Well, that 
sure doesn’t sound like Harvard,” then realize, that’s no longer their 
mission statement.  In fact, according to Harvard.edu, they no longer 
have a formal mission statement. Their mission is to educate the 
citizens and citizen-leaders for our society.

Notice what else has changed in their logo? [Transition]

They were actually moving away from this goal within the first 80 
years of the institution.  



About 80 years later, another group of New England ministers began to sense that 
Harvard was drifting away from these principles. So in 1701, they founded a school 
they imagined would be a stronghold of Christian higher education. Led by the 
Puritan preacher Cotton Mather, they approached a wealthy philanthropist who 
shared their vision and agreed to finance the school. 

Their motto would do Harvard one better. Instead of just “Veritas” (truth) they would 
be “lux et veritas” (light and truth). Their seal would incorporate the Hebrew words 
Urim and Thummim, the stones the high priest of Israel would use to discern God’s 
revealed will.  

The philanthropist? Elihu Yale. 





We introduced this idea last week. 

[Transition]: The word translated "follow" is used 91 times in the New Testament. 
Only 8 of them are about following anything other than Jesus. 

[Transition] It’s never not a verb! 



You might remember Isaac Newton’s first and second laws of 
thermodynamics. The First Law of Thermodynamics states that 
energy cannot be created or destroyed; the total quantity of energy 
in the universe stays the same. 

[Transition] The Second Law of Thermodynamics is about 
the quality of energy. It states that as energy is transferred or 
transformed, more and more of it is wasted. The Second Law also 
states that there is a natural tendency of any isolated system to 
degenerate into a more disordered state.

[Transition to picture of pot on a stove]



Think about a boiling pot on a stove.  When you take it off the burner, it stops boiling. 
And left on its own, it will continue to cool.  Because of this second law of dynamics. 
By the way, this is one of the best arguments against evolution I can think of.  

Now this applies to the spiritual life as well.  One day Jesus was asked about what 
things would be like at the end of the world.  

10 At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate 
each other, 11 and many false prophets will appear and deceive many 
people.12 Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow 
cold,

We drift because drifting is natural. It’s normal. It is to be expected.  



Keep in mind that verse 23, which we read earlier, comes right after Luke 9:22 (Funny 
how that works, isn’t it?) But put both of them together, and it reads like this 
[Transition]

Following Jesus is hard.  Jesus looks at these disciples and says, “You want to follow 
me? You want to akolotheo me (walk the same road as)? Well, here’s the road I’m 
walking.  

How many of you have seen the movie “A League of Their Own?” One of the greatest 
sports movies of any kind, and in my opinion, THE greatest baseball movie of all 
time.” There’s the scene where Dottie, the star player, decides to quit the team right 
before the World Series.  

When her coach, played by Tom Hanks, tries to talk her out of it, he says, “Baseball is 
what’s inside you. It’s what lights you up.”

Dottie protests, “It just got too hard.” And then Tom Hanks delivers the line.  You’re 
hearing it in your head right now, aren’t you? [Transition]



Friends, following Jesus is not easy. Jesus himself said “Wide is the gate and broad is 
the way...

Its not easy to zig when the rest of the world zags.  To stay faithful to your wife when 
the rest of the world says marriage is “for as long as you both shall love” 

To fight same sex attraction when the rest of the world says “You just need to be true 
to yourself.” 

The call to follow Jesus is the call to deny yourself, take up your cross, and die. And if 
that’s not what you think you signed up for, stay home and watch Joel Osteen.  



One of the books I read in preparation for this sermon is “Mission Drift” 



The Unspoken crisis facing leaders, charities, and churches. And it’s just story after 
story of organizations that drifted from their original mission and organizations that 
stayed true to their original mission.  

The illustration I used at the beginning of this message about Harvard and Yale came 
from this book. 

The Y? 

Christian Children’s Fund? 

[Insert Money quote, if you find one]



What do we drift toward?

* Comfort (v. 57-58) When the man said to Jesus I will follow (walk 
the same road as) you wherever you go, that apparently did not 
include poverty and homelessness. 

Commitments (v. 59) 
He said to another man, “Follow me.”But he replied, “Lord, first let 
me go and bury my father.”

Complexity (v. 59)
Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you 
may grow up in your salvation, (1 Peter 2:2)

Control (v. 61)
Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back 
and say goodbye to my family.”
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Did you know that whenever we say the word "but," it minimizes or negates 
everything that comes before it? For example: 

* "I love you, but..."
* "You've done a good job with sales this year, but..."
* The ultrasound is normal, but..."

"Lord but first" MUST be replaced with "But first, LORD"







Do you know what Glynwood’s mission statement is? 

When Cody first interviewed to come to Glynwood, he asked the search team that 
same question.  

Stacey’s devotional 



On a dangerous seacoast where shipwrecks often occur there was 
once a crude little lifesaving station. The building was just a hut, 
and there was only one boat, but the few devoted members kept a 
constant watch over the sea, and with no thought for themselves 
went out day and night tirelessly searching for the lost. Some of 
those who were saved, and various others in the surrounding area, 
wanted to become associated with the station and give of their 
time and money and effort for the support of its work. New boats 
were bought and new crews trained. The little lifesaving station 
grew.
Some of the members of the lifesaving station were unhappy that 
the building was so crude and poorly equipped. They felt that a 
more comfortable place should be provided as the first refuge of 
those saved from the sea. They replaced the emergency cots with 
beds and put better furniture in the enlarged building. Now, the 
lifesaving station became a popular gathering place for its 
members, and they decorated it beautifully and furnished it 
exquisitely, because they used it as a sort of club. Fewer members 
were now interested in going to sea on lifesaving missions, so they 
hired lifeboat crews to do this work. The lifesaving motif still 



prevailed in this club's decoration, and there was a symbolic 
lifeboat in the room where the club initiations were held. About this 
time a large ship was wrecked off the coast, and the hired crews 
brought in boatloads of cold, wet and half-drowned people. They 
were dirty and sick and some of them had black skin and some 
had yellow skin. The beautiful new club was in chaos. So the 
property committee immediately had a shower house built outside 
the club where victims of shipwreck could be cleaned up before 
coming inside.

At the next meeting, there was a split in the club membership. 
Most of the members wanted to stop the club's lifesaving activities 
as being unpleasant and a hindrance to the normal social life of 
the club. Some members insisted upon lifesaving as their primary 
purpose and pointed out that they were still called a lifesaving 
station. But they were finally voted down and told that if they 
wanted to save lives of all the various kinds of people who were 
shipwrecked in those waters, they could begin their own lifesaving 
station down the coast. They did.

As the years went by, the new station experienced the same 
changes that had occurred in the old. It evolved into a club, and 
yet another lifesaving station was founded. History continued to 
repeat itself, and if you visit that sea coast today, you will find a 
number of exclusive clubs along that shore. Shipwrecks are 
frequent in those waters, but most of the people drown.
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