Please turn to Luke chapter 2. Intro to series, talk about God with us.
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This month we’ve been looking at the “Behind the Music” stories of
some of our most loved Christmas carols.
ISAAC Watts 1674-1748: Joy to the World
Charles Wesley: Hark the Herald Angels Sing
Placide Cappeau: O Holy Night
So today, I want to talk about [Transition] Travis Tritt.
I know what you’re thinking. One of these things is not like the other.
But hear me out. While these other guys are known for “O For a
Thousand Tongues to Sing” and “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross,”
while Travis Tritt is known for “Here’s a Quarter, Call Someone Who
Cares” and “The Whiskey Ain’t Workin’”, there’s still a reason we are
talking about him this season.
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Travis is a pretty big name in country music now. But in his early years,
where he played out-of-the-way joints that sometimes got dangerous.
Once, when a bar brawl broke out, Tritt tried something that worked so
well it became his standard response when fights started.
Tritt said, "Just when [things] started getting out of hand, when bikers
were reaching for their pool cues and rednecks were heading for the gun
rack, I'd start playing 'Silent Night.' It could be the middle of July; I didn't
care." Tritt said as he played, grown men would stop everything and calm
down. "Sometimes they'd even start crying, standing there watching me
sweat and play Christmas carols."
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What is it about these lyrics that would make the rowdiest bikers and
rednecks burst into tears? Is it something about the baby sleeping in
heavenly peace? Or is it the promise that that baby is himself the Prince
of Peace? The bringer of peace?
The truth is, there are people that are looking for peace. And for some of
the folks Travis was singing to in those early years, maybe that’s why they
were in the bar in the first place. And even for people that don’t believe
in God, Christmas is still a time where people hold out hope that there
can be peace on earth. Maybe that’s why peope who don’t normally
show up for church show up at Christmas. Why Christmas Eve services
are usually so crowded.
The good news is, we don’t have to wait for peace anymore. Peace is
already here. This Scripture passage for today tells the story of two
precious senior adults who had been waiting for God’s peace for a long
time. Let’s look at their story, and let’s stand in honor of the reading of
God’s word:
25 Now

there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this
man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and
the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 And it had been revealed to him by the
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Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's
Christ. 27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents
brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the
Law, 28 he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said,
29 “Lord,

now you are letting your servant[a] depart in peace,
according to your word;
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation
31
that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
and for glory to your people Israel.”
33 And

his father and his mother marveled at what was said about
him.
Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold,
this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a
sign that is opposed 35 (and a sword will pierce through your own soul
also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.”
34 And

36 And

there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the
tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband
seven years from when she was a virgin, 37 and then as a widow until she
was eighty-four.[b] She did not depart from the temple, worshiping
with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 And coming up at that very hour
she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who
were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.
Pray…
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Simeon was waiting for “the consolation of Israel.” What does that
mean?
[Transition] "Consolation" is the Greek word paraklesis. It means
comfort, solace, That’s a nice thought, isn’t it? We all like to be
comfortable. At the end of a workday, I love to come home and change
into my comfy clothes. When there’s nothing else to do, Trish and I sit on
our comfy couch, we eat comfort food, and we watch Hallmark movies. If
its cold outside, Trish likes to wrap herself up in a comforter. But its
actually better than that.

But in the New Testament, paraklesis isn’t just a feeling or an emotion.
Check out how Jesus used the word with his disciples. On the night
before he was crucified, he didn’t promise them comfort (paraklesis). He
promised them a Comfortor (parakletos) it is parakletos: one who is
called alongside. An Advocate. A Comforter. It's the word Jesus used to
describe the Holy Spirit in John 14-15 (translated "advocate" in NIV;
"Helper" ESV; "Counselor" in CSB):
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* And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that
he may abide with you for ever (John 14:16)
* But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send
in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your
remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you (John 14:26)
•

“But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the
Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear
witness about me. (John 15:26)

This is the good news of the gospel. Not that we are going to feel better,
But that we have someone called alongside us to comfort, help, speak for
us, counsel us.
This is what’s different about Christianity. Unlike religion which seeks to
give us rules to follow or principles to live by, Christianity gives us a
person to follow. Rather than give us a set of principles to walk by, Jesus
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gives us the Holy Spirit to walk with us.
So that’s what Simeon had been waiting for all his life. But what about
Anna? [Transition]
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Luke tells us that Anna was a prophetess who had married young and
was widowed young. Translations differ– she was either 84 years old, or
had been a widow for 84 years, meaning she could have been around
100 by this time. But either way, she was one of many people who were
waiting for the “redemption of Jerusalem” What does that mean?
[Transition] ”redemption" is the Greek word lytrosis. It’s only used three
times in the New Testament (here, Lk. 1:68; Hebrews 9:12). It refers to
ransoming or deliverance from sin.
Its interesting that Mary and Joseph were at the Temple that day to
“redeem” Jesus. They were being obedient to a Jewish commandment
that went all the way back to the Exodus, when the angel of the Lord put
to death all the firstborn of Egypt. From that time on, God commanded
his people to “redeem” their firstborn children. If a family was wealthy,
the redemption price was a year old lamb. If they couldn’t afford a lamb,
they were required to sacrifice two young doves or pigeons (Lev. 12:8)
By Jesus’ day, Israel was looking for the one who would pay the price for
the nation. They considered themselves “God’s firstborn,” and their hope
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was that there would be a Messiah that would pay the redemption price
to set them free from Roman rule.
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The Theological Dictionary of the New Testament says "The reference is
not to a ransom but to a redeemer." In other words-- not the price that is
paid, but the one who pays the price.

Do you remember the story of the two disciples Jesus met on the road to
Emmaus after the resurrection?
* "But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel" (Luke 24:21.
This was Cleopas, one of Jesus' followers on the road to Emmaus talking
to Jesus about Jesus!)

•

Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he
entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal
redemption for us (Hebrews 9:12)
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Friends, we see the gospel in this so clearly. Meditate on that phrase–
not the price that is paid, but the One who pays the price. Our faith is not
in redemption– the ritual, the rule, the law. Our faith is in the Redeemer.
Not redemption, but redeemer. Not rules, but relationship.
You aren’t going to find the peace you are looking for in religion.
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How did Simeon and Anna know to wait for it? The Bible told them so!

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her
that her warfare is ended [or accomplished]
that her iniquity is pardoned,
Isaiah 40:1-2
The good news is that we don’t have to fight anymore. We don’t have to
work so hard to earn someone’s approval, or try to pay the price for our
mistakes. Our warfare is accomplished, our iniquity is pardoned.
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1. "God With Us" means we can live life in peace

* Not a life without division. (verse 34)
And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child
is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is
opposed

Sometimes we think that in order to keep the peace, we don't talk about
religion or politics. But we are never meant to keep silent about our faith
for the sake of "keeping the peace." Here's what Jesus himself said about
it in Matthew 10:34-36

34 “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not
come to bring peace, but a sword. 35 For I have come to set a man
against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-inlaw against her mother-in-law. 36 And a person's enemies will be those of
his own household.
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1. "God With Us" means we can live life in peace

* Not a life without heartache (verse 35)
35 and a sword will pierce through your own soul also,

Simeon looked into the future and prophesied that this baby boy would
break Mary's heart someday. Of course, he was right. Every relationship
is going to cause heartache. Every child is ultimately going to leave home.
Even in the best of circumstances, life hurts, and God never promised
anything different. Which is why "comforter" is such a powerful name for
the Holy Spirit.
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The Peace Jesus brings is first and foremost peace with God

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with
God through our Lord Jesus Christ. (Romans 5:1)

12 remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated
from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of
promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 13 But now in
Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the
blood of Christ. 14 For he himself is our peace, who has made us both
one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 15 by
abolishing the law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he
might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making
peace, 16 and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the
cross, 17 And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and
peace to those who were near. (Ephesians 2:12-16)
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Number 2, because we can live life in peace, we can also leave life with
Confidence.
"Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to
your word; 30 for my eyes have seen your salvation 31 that you have
prepared in the presence of all peoples, (Luke 1:29-31)
Simeon was prepared to die because he had experienced God’s salvation.
Luke tells us he had lived his life righteously and devoutly. This means he
had done right to others (righteous), and he had done right by God
(devout). But that wasn’t sufficient to give him confidence going into the
afterlife. For that, he needed Jesus.
"Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to
your word; 30 for my eyes have seen your salvation 31 that you have
prepared in the presence of all peoples, (Luke 1:29-31)
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Number 3, Not only can we live life in peace, not only can we leave life
with confidence, but #3, we can give our lives in surrender
Throughout this season of Advent, we've looked at several characters
that all had one thing in common: they surrendered their lives to God's
plan:

Elizabeth and Zechariah:old people who surrendered their "golden
years" to raise a child who would be forerunner to the Messiah.

Mary and Joseph: young people who surrendered their dreams for the
future, their reputations, and almost their very lives (when they fled
from King Herod) in order to be the earthly parents to Jesus,

The shepherds: blue collar workers who surrendered their livelihood
(who watched their flocks by night when they went off to Bethlehem?)
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and their fear of ridicule when they went to make known what had been
told them (see Luke 2:18-20)

Simeon and Anna: surrendered their right to cynicism and bitterness in
order to continue to watch, pray, and worship.

What do you need to surrender? What are you still fighting for?
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In November of 1917, American Staff Sergeant Henry Gunther arrived at
the battlefields of northern France for what would be the final year of
World War I. And he hated it. He was thousands of miles away from
home, he was cold, homesick, and depressed. He missed his fiancé and
his comfortable job at a Baltimore bank. He wrote a friend back home
about the miserable conditions he found himself in, and encouraged his
friend to do whatever he could do to dodge the draft.
That turned out to be a huge mistake, because his letter was read by an
army censor, who reported Gunther’s lack of patriotism to his supervisor,
who busted Gunther down from staff sergeant to private. When his
fiancé heard the news, she broke off the engagement. Because he was
the son of German immigrants, the men in his own unit looked on him
with suspicion and distrust.
From that point on, Gunther became obsessed with trying to prove
himself. He was worried because there were rumors that the Germans
were on the verge of surrender. He was afraid the war would end before
he had a chance to redeem himself.
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On the morning of November 11, 1918, the men in Henry Gunther’s unit
learned of the armistice that had been signed that morning. The war
would be over at 11:00 that morning. That should have been good news.
But it wasn’t. Not for Henry. Henry knew time was running out for him to
redeem his reputation. At 10:30 that morning, Gunther’s unit was
walking down a country road near Metz, France, when they found their
way blocked by two German machine gun nests. Now, the Germans were
under orders to open fire on the enemy, but because they knew the
Armistice was approaching, when they saw Gunther’s unit they
deliberately shot into the air.
Gunther charged. Against the orders of his superior officer, he ran at the
German machine gunners, bayonet fixed, firing at them. The Germans
tried to wave him off. They called out to him in broken English. But he
kept coming. And as he got closer, he began shooting. And at 10:59 am,
one minute before the end of the war, they turned their machine guns
on Henry, and he became the last soldier to be killed in action in World
War I.
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According to author Joseph Persico, Gunther was one of at least 2,738
troops and 320 Americans to die on the Western Front in the war’s final
day, most of them in the six hours between the armistice signing and
enactment. Persico wrote in Eleventh Month, Eleventh Day, Eleventh
Hour that the death toll surpassed the daily average on the Western
Front and total casualties surpassed those on D-Day.
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