Today is Sanctity of Human Life Sunday. Every year, many evangelical
churches around the country take the Sunday closest to the anniversary
of the 1973 Roe V Wade Supreme Court decision, which legalized
abortion nationwide. Since then, nearly 60 million abortions have taken
place in the United States. While annual rates are dropping, there are still
around 900,000
I don’t think I need to spend a lot of time convincing this audience that
abortion is the taking of a life. I’m not going to throw out a lot of
statistics. I’m not going to organize any picketing of abortion clinics. I
promise I’m not going to show you any graphic or gory pictures. I’m not
even going to tell you who to vote for.
What I do want to do is expand the conversation, so that when we talk
about being pro-life, we aren’t just talking about being opposed to
abortion. I want us to commit right here and right now that we are going
to be biblical before we are political.
And finally, I want to make sure that if there is anyone here who has
made the decision to end a pregnancy, that you aren’t going to walk out
of here feeling condemned or worthless. 4 out of 10 women who
choose to end a pregnancy come from church backgrounds.
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Read Psalm 139:13-16
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Even people without any kind of religious foundation agree that human
beings have value, that there is dignity to human life. In December of
1948, the newly-formed United Nations met in Paris France to draft what
would become the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. This was just
a few years after the end of World War II. Keep in mind that World War II,
at least in Europe, was fought to defeat Adolf Hitler. Hitler had not only
killed millions of Jews, but he had also rounded up all those whom he
deemed as a drain to his master race, including gypsies, those of African
descent, and homosexuals. But he didn’t stop there. Thousands of
Germans with birth defects and mental challenges, as well as the old and
infirm, were euthanized.
So after Hitler was defeated, the United Nations wanted to make sure
nothing like this could ever happen again. And the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights, approved December 10, 1948, begins this way:
[Transition]
Which is a great, powerful statement. Actually, though, Dr. Seuss might
have said it better just a few years later, when he wrote…
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Dr. Seuss, "Horton Hears a Who," published in 1954. Seuss wrote
"Horton" after a tour of Japan in 1953. During World War II, Seuss
produced hundreds of political cartoons depicting Japanese with
dehumanizing racial stereotypes. "Horton," which he dedicated to his
Japanese tour guide, was his way of apologizing.
But there’s two problems with this. For one thing, while both
statements affirm the dignity of every person, they don’t define what
makes a person.
Secondly, even though the UN statement says that a human being has
inherent value, it doesn’t say why. Are they valuable because of what
they can contribute to society? Are they valuable because they are
smart, or good looking? Are they valuable because they are wanted?
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One professor of ethics and religion, in writing about the UN Statement,
put it this way: In his book Neither Beast Nor God, The Dignity of the
Human Person, Gilbert Meilander wrote:
So we can’t look to the United Nations or to Dr. Seuss to understand why
people have dignity, or even what a person is. For that, you have to go to
God’s word. That’s where you realize that human beings don’t just have
dignity, they have sanctiy.
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26 Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so
that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over
the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that
move along the ground.” 27 So God created mankind in his own image,in
the image of God he created them;male and female he created them.
31 God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was
evening, and there was morning—the sixth day.
Our dignity flows from and is rooted in the truth that we are made in
God's image. We are not simply an evolved mammal, a collection of cells,
the sum of our parts. Psalm 8:5 says we are crowned with glory and
honor.
So a person is one who is created in God’s image. Someone who can
think, feel, and develop more and more into God’s character. Someone
who can respond to God’s calling in his or her life. Now for the second
question. When does that begin? God’s Word makes it clear that this
happens way before someone is born. Let’s look at what the Psalms say
about life in the womb.
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1. The personhood of the unborn
--"you knit me (not "it") together in my mother's womb" (Psalm 139:13)
Not just a person, but a person that’s known by God, who has a plan
and a purpose for that life.
--"Before I formed you in your mother's womb I knew you, and before
you were born I consecrated you; I appointed you as a prophet to the
nations." (Jeremiah 1:5)
And a person that can respond to the Holy Spirit:
--"For you see, when the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the
baby leaped for joy inside me." (Luke 1:44)
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2. The wonder of the womb: "I praise you because I am fearfully and
wonderfully made; your works are wonderful,I know that full well."
(Psalm 139:14)
--At 18 days, a baby's heart begins to beat.
--At 22 days, it is pumping blood.
--At six weeks, they have detectable brain waves.
--Fingerprints by week ten
--Can feel pain at week 16.
Next: Juno: Fingernails
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3. The Agency of the Almighty. Let’s look at verses 13-16 of Psalm 139,
but this time I’d like you to keep track of the pronouns. The Psalmist is
speaking to God. So count the number of times the psalmist says God is
the active agent in the creation of life:
13 For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my
mother’s womb. 14 I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully
made; are wonderful,I know that full well. 15 My frame was not hidden
from you when I was made in the secret place, when I was woven
together in the depths of the earth. 16 Your eyes saw my unformed
body; all the days ordained for me were written in your book before one
of them came to be.
Any of you that have struggled to have children and have not been able
to get pregnant know that ultimately, all this is up to God. That alone
ought to make us see just how sacred, holy, and miraculous the growth
of a child is in the womb.
During the last presidential campaign, one of the candidates was asked
about his views on abortion. And this candidate acknowledged that at
one time he had been pro choice. So listen to how he describes his
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change of heart:
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Now, any time someone reverses their position on abortion from proabortion to pro-life, that ought to be celebrated. But look carefully at the
logic in this quote. And ask yourself, well, what if the child had not
grown up to be such a bright and talented young man? What if he had
just been average? Or what if there had been some learning disabilities
or physical challenges. If you only become pro-life because the child
turns out to be “a total superstar, a great, great child.” then are you really
committed to the sanctity of all human life? If God is the Agent behind
conception, then God is also the agent behind development. No matter
what kind of development it is.
In March of 2018, a young British woman named Charlotte Fien
addressed a meeting of the United Nations in Geneva, Switzerland. The
same body that published the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
seventy years before. At issue was the topic of eugenics, and specifically
whether it was ethical to terminate a pregnancy if genetic testing
determined the risk of Down’s Syndrome. Watch this extraordinary
woman’s testimony. [Transition]
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Charlotte’s testimony reminds us of the need to be biblically pro-life, not
just politically pro-life.
Biblical pro-life is consistent.
Biblical pro-life is comprehensive.
I’d like to show you what I think is the most pro-life passage in the entire
Bible. It’s not Psalm 139, which talks about being knit together in your
mother’s womb, or Jeremiah 1:5, about God knowing us. It’s Matthew
25:31-46. Please turn there.
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We all agree that abortion is an issue that is deeply impacted by our
theology of the sanctity of human life. But what about some of the other
issues that are in the news today? What about… [transition]
Is there any issue up here that doesn’t require us to examine it through
the lens of Scripture?
The challenge is to see all of these issues not through the lenses of
politics or party, but through scripture.
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