That video asks some pretty important questions:
How do we respond in difficult times?
How do we trust that god is in control, even in the trials we face?
How can we pray for others, when our own circumstances are so
overwhelming?
How do we submit to God’s will even in times of suffering?
The key is living as if God is in control. And before you react against that
title, saying to yourself, “What do you mean, as if?” Are you saying God
isn’t in control? Of course he is. But what I am saying is that we don’t
always live like we believe that. And where i’ve been challenged this
week is on the difference between what I say I believe and how I actually
live out my beliefs. So this morning, I want us to seriously ask ourselves if
we live as though god is in control, or if we live as though we are in
control?
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Written in 60-62 AD By Paul
From Prison in Rome (along with Ephesians, Colossians, and Philemon
About Christ
Chapter 1: Christ is our Life
Chapter 2: Christ is our Example
Chapter 3: Christ is our Hope
Chapter 4: Christ is our Strength
"Joy” or “rejoice” occur 16 times in 104 verses
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What I want to do right off the bat is clear up this idea that the Gospel is something
we start with and then move on from. The gospel is more than the “Gospel
presentation” we learned in Vacation Bible School– admit to god that you’re a sinner,
believe that Jesus alone saves us from our sins, commit your faith in Jesus as your
savior and Lord. It is that, for sure. But the problem is that when we simply see it as
the Gospel presentation, we start to see it as just the “entry point,” and not what we
build our lives around.
Paul is pretty much obsessed with the gospel in Philippians. There are six
references to the Gospel in chapter one alone. And as we look at them, I want us to
ask the question with each of them, how would our lives be different if we let the
Gospel shape our lives in this way– not just as the starting point for becoming a
Christian, but as the foundation for how we live every part of our lives. Let’s look at
the six places Paul uses the word in Philippians 1.
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1. Fellow believers are partners in the Gospel (1:3-5) I thank my God in all my
remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer
with joy, because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now.
What if you lived as though your church family is your partner in the Gospel?
2. Freedom defends and confirms the Gospel (1:7) It is right for me to feel this way
about you all, because I hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with me of
grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel.
Here we are talking specifically about the times when Paul isn’t in prison, because he
says “both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel.”
Remember that Paul started off his time in Philippi as a guest in Lydia’s house. Lydia
was a rich, successful business woman, so while Paul was in Philippi he was probably
living pretty large. Paul saw those times in his life of relative security and safety as a
time when he could confirm the truth of the gospel. What about you? Do you see
your times of security and a blessing as an opportunity to confirm the truth of the
Gospel?
What if you lived as though you knew God's blessing in your life confirmed the
truth of the Gospel?
But for Paul, the times of blessing and safety and security never lasted for very
long. Now he finds himself under house arrest in Rome, watched around the clock
by a roman guard. So what happens to the gospel during this time? [Transition to
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#3]

3. Suffering advances the Gospel (1:12-13) I want you to know, brothers,
that what has happened to me has really served to advance the gospel,
so that it has become known throughout the whole imperial guard and
to all the rest that my imprisonment is for Christ.
What if you lived as though you knew God used difficult times in your
life to advance the Gospel?
Not everyone was on board with Paul. There were some people that
were preaching Christ out of rivalry or envy. How does the Gospel
shape Paul’s response? It allows him to say what he says in verses 1517. [transition]
4. Conflict proclaims the Gospel (1:15-17)
Some indeed preach Christ from envy and rivalry, but others from good
will. The latter do it out of love, knowing that I am put here for the
defense of the gospel. The former proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition,
not sincerely but thinking to afflict me in my imprisonment.18 What
then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is
proclaimed, and in that I rejoice.
What if you lived as though you knew your response to conflict with
other people was an opportunity to proclaim the Gospel?
5. Our conduct demonstrates the Gospel (1:27)
Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ...
What if you lived as though you knew your behavior demonstrated the
Gospel?
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6. Our unity declares the Gospel (1:27)
...so that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of you
that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by
side for the faith of the gospel,
What if we lived as though we knew our unity as believers declared the
Gospel?
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You’ve probably seen the “Salt Life” window decals that started showing
up on cars. That was followed by Deer life, turkey life, bunco life, bama
life, thug life, pug life, everybody wants you to know what their life
revolves around. That’s kind of what Paul is saying. But it goes deeper
than that. When someone puts a bumper sticker on their car, they are
trying to tell you about how important that thing is in their life. But paul
isn’t saying that Christ is an important part of his life. Or even that his
relationship with Jesus was the most important part of his life. It was that
Christ was his life. That living meant Christ and nothing else.
Back in the1998, when Bill Clinton was facing impeachment for his
relationship with Monica Lewinsky, he famously said, “Well, it depends
on what the meaning of the word “is” is…
But let me make it easy on you. In this sentence, there is no is. In the
Greek, the phrase is simply Zane Christos. To Live, Christ. that Christ is an
important part of his life. Or even that his relationship with Jesus was the
most important part of his life. It was that Christ was his life. That living
meant Christ and nothing else.
I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer i who live but Christ living
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in me. And the life i now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God,
who loved me and gave himself for me. (Galatians 2:20)
For what is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and
then vanishes. James 4:14
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I went to a funeral visitation this week. Can you imagine if I went to the
casket and leaned over and said to the dearly departed, “So… what are
your plans for next Thursday?” you would think I was sick. Weird.
Inappropriate. And you would be right. But try to understand that from a
Christian perspective, we have no life apart from Christ. It really ought to
be like asking a corpse what his opinion is on something.
This is why we observe baptism the way we do. We are buried with
Christ and made alive with Christ.
1 Corinthians 6:19-20 says,
19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit
within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, 20 for you
were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.
How would your perspective change if you truly lived as though your
life was not your own?
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Because Paul had no fear of death, he was able to face everything in life
with confidence. The worst thing that could happen to him is that he
would "depart and be with Christ."
For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ
who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.
Colossians 3:3-4
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In November of 2018, a 26 year old graduate of Oral Roberts University,
John Allen Chau, was killed on a remote island off the coast of India,
where he attempted to share the gospel with the most isolated tribe in
the world.
He had traveled to North Sentinel Island in an attempt to share the
gospel with the tiny tribe who has no contact modern civilization. After
years of study and training, he went to the island, and from a fishing boat
shouted “My name is John, and I love you and Jesus loves you,” to
Sentinelese tribesmen armed with bows and arrows. He fled to a fishing
boat– swimming almost a mile. when they shot at him during his initial
visit, with one arrow piercing his Bible.”
A few weeks later, he went back. He did not survive the second
encounter. Here’s what he wrote in his journal the night before:
'If you want me to get actually shot or even killed with an arrow then so
be it. I think I could be more useful alive though, but to you, God, I give
all the glory of whatever happens.'
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Think back to the questions we started this sermon with-How do we respond in difficult times?
How do we trust that god is in control, even in the trials we face?
How can we pray for others, when our own circumstances are so
overwhelming?
How do we submit to God’s will even in times of suffering?
The key is living as if God is in control. And before you react against that
title, saying to yourself, “What do you mean, as if?” Are you saying God
isn’t in control? Of course he is. But what I am saying is that we don’t
always live like we believe that. And where i’ve been challenged this
week is on the difference between what I say I believe and how I actually
live out my beliefs. So this morning, I want us to seriously ask ourselves if
we live as though god is in control, or if we live as though we are in
control?
It makes a difference when we are grounded in the gospel. When we
have a gospel perspective on life, we gain gospel confidence in death.
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