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Jasper and Carnelian-- the first and last stones mentioned in Aaron’s breastplate
(Exodus 28:17-20)
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Then mount four rows of precious stones on it. The first row shall be carnelian,
chrysoliteand beryl; 18 the second row shall be turquoise, lapis lazuli and
emerald; 19 the third row shall be jacinth, agate and amethyst; 20 the fourth row shall
be topaz, onyx and jasper.[a] Mount them in gold filigree settings.
“Flashes of lightning, peals of thunder” That’s going to make you think of two things–
Keri Jobe’s Revelation song, Exodus 20:18: “Now when all the people saw the
thunder and the flashes of lightningand the sound of the trumpet and the mountain
smoking, the people were afraid and trembled, and they stood far off”
A rainbow with an appearance of an emerald (the “more than that” principle)
Rainbow = God’s judgment and God’s promise
Crystal sea, as smooth as glass– Gordon Fee notes that usually the sea has negative
imagery associated with it. Jews weren’t great fans of the water. Bad things
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happened in the water. But here, you have the sea completely under control and at
the feet of God.
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One seated on the throne– notice that there’s no description of him. It never talks
about his face. Why? Because Scripture is clear that no one can see God’s face and
live. 1 Tim. 1:7 says he is “immortal, eternal, and invisible.” 1 Timothy 6:16 says he
dwells in unapproachable light; no one has seen or can see Him.”
Who (or what) are the 24 elders? Stars? (12 signs of the Zodiac), angels (but angels
are never referred to as elders); representatives of the prophetic revelation of 24
books of the OT (but there are 39 books of the OT). Best– 12 tribes of Israel (OT) + 12
apostles (NT) = representation of all the human saints in history.
Four living creatures… each with six wings. This is a mashup of Ezekiel 1 and Isaiah 6.
Ezekiel 1: human likeness, 4 wings
Isaiah 6: 6 wings, as well as the “Holy Holy Holy” song
Covered with eyes– this is a new detail that isn’t in Ezekiel 1 or Isaiah 6. Represents
God’s omniscience– his absolute knowledge over all creation.
And I think these creatures represent all of creation [transition]
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And then you have the seven spirits of God. What are they? Let me show you a short
video. This is from Got questions.org

4

5

What is the scroll? The simplest answer is that it’s the rest of the book of revelation.
You see each of the seven seals opened in the next chapters. After that you’ll see
Seven seals (Revelation 4-8)
Seven trumpets (Revelation 8-11)
Seven plagues (Revelation 15-16)
And John weeps because it looks like he isn’t going to get to see how the book ends.
(Lord of the Rings when Trish was pregnant)
But then we see the resolution to the conflict, with one more character.
And it has been God’s plan all the way back to Genesis 49 that the Lion of the Tribe of
Judah would be the culmination of history and the only one that could open the scroll
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I agree that the “seven spirits” represents the Holy Spirit. And here’s why. Because
clearly in chapter 4, you have God the Father on the throne. And in Chapter 5 you see
God the Son, the Redeemer, in the throne room. So it would make sense for our
understanding of the Trinity that God the Holy Spirit would be represented also.
The Lion of the Tribe of Judah: Genesis 49:9-10
Judah is a lion's cub;
from the prey, my son, you have gone up.
He stooped down; he crouched as a lion
and as a lioness; who dares rouse him?
10
The scepter shall not depart from Judah,
nor the ruler's staff from between his feet,
until tribute comes to him;[a]
and to him shall be the obedience of the peoples.
The Root of David:
There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse,
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and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.
And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him,
the Spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the Spirit of counsel and might,
the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. (Remember that, from the seven
spirits conversation?)
2

Seven horns– power
Seven eyes-- knowledge
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He is the Lord because of God’s plan (v. 1)– Look who is holding the scroll.
He is worthy because of His power– (v. 5).
He is worthy because He made the payment (vv. 9-10)
“Worthy are you to take the scroll
and to open its seals,
for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God
from every tribe and language and people and nation,
10 and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God,
and they shall reign on the earth.” (v. 9-10)
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The 7 “I am” sayings of Jesus in John…
1. I am the bread of life – 6:35
2. I am the light of the world – 8:12
3. I am the gate – 10:7, 9
4. I am the good shepherd – 10:11,14
5. I am the resurrection and the life – 11:25
6. I am the way, the truth and the life – 14:6
7. I am the true vine – 15:1, 5
The 7 Signs in John…
1. Turning water into wine (2:1-12)
2. Healing the nobleman’s son (4:46-54)
3. Healing the man at the Bethesda pool (5:1-47)
4. Feeding the 5,000 (6:1-4)
5. Walking on Water (6:15-21)
6. Healing the man born blind (9:1-41)
7. Raising of Lazarus (11:1-57)
The 7 Witnesses in John…
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1. John the Baptist: “Behold, the Lamb of God…” (1:34)
2. Nathaniel: “Rabbi, you are the son of God…” (1:49)
3. Peter: “…you are the Holy One of God!” (6:69)
4. Christ: “I and the Father are one!” (10:30)
5. Martha: “I believe that you are the Son of God!” (11:27)
6. Thomas: “My Lord and my God!” (20:28)
7. John: “…Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God…” (20:31)
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