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Philadelphia (modern Alashehir) was founded in the third century B.C. by one of the 
Pergamenian kings and named after Attalus II (159–138 B.C.) who, in spite of Roman 
pressure, maintained “loyalty/love” for his brother, Eumenes II (197–159 B.C.)— thus 
the name “Philadelphia” (brotherly love). It is located about 80 mi. east of Smyrna 
(Izmir) in western Turkey. In New Testament times it was at an important junction of 
one of the greatest highways in the world which led the East to the West, terminating 
at Smyrna; and a diagonal route that ran from Pergamum 111 mi. [178 km.] to the 
northwest to Attalia, 187 mi. to the southeast. It was the youngest of the seven cities.
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Ongoing excavations of the city of Laodicea began only recently, in 2003. The work 
continues to uncover an expansive, wealthy city. Laodicea was built on a major 

highway and became a commercial and banking center. It was known for ear and eye 

medicine and for its black wool. The water was tepid and unpleasant, but nearby 

Hierapolis gushed hot thermal springs. Also nearby, Colossae was the home of pure, 

cold water.

Most citizens of Laodicea resettled into the modern-day city of Denizli after a 
devastating earthquake in 600 AD. It seems the ancient city fully died out after the 

Turks came through in the eleventh century. Today Denizli is a bustling city of over 

half a million. Out of that number, three or four former Muslims have stepped out to 
profess faith in Christ.
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Archaeologists working at Laodicea, which is home to one of the world’s oldest 
churches, are hoping to convert the ancient city in the Aegean province of Denizli into 
an archaeological park by unearthing ruins similar to Ephesus.
“We hope to make the ancient city a center for tourists,” said Professor Celal Şimşek, 
who has headed the project since 2003. “Another aim that we need to consider is to 
create an archaeology park at Denizli.”
Laodicea is an important center for Christianity and it includes the seventh oldest 
church in the world, said Şimşek.
The team’s ultimate aim is to finish the all the excavation by 2015 and make the 
ancient city another Ephesus. “We believe it will attract 2 million visitors a year.”
The past nine years of the excavation have revealed 3,050 ancient artifacts in the city. 
Among the most important finds are the heads of sculptures of Augustus, Dionysus, 
and Aphrodite and a sculpture of Zeus. The ancient city also has a sculpture of Hera 
and emperors.
This year, the first phase of the excavation took four months followed by a second 
phase that took six months. “We will continue the excavations for 12 months. The 
restoration and excavation work are done together at Laodicea,” said Şimşek. “This 
system makes the excavation more active. There are exclusive restoration teams who 
take care of the remains that are unearthed. The excavation work helps us to discover 
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ties between today and the ancient times.”
Şimşek said excavations revealed a rooster, the symbol of Denizli, and remnants of 
pomegranates and eggplants.
One of the top priorities of the excavation is to discover signs of textile workshops, 
dye workshops and pieces of fabrics, said Şimşek. “All of these remains also lead us to 
Denizli’s cultural heritage, which is still very present today. Denizli is the center of 
textile.”

In AD 60, the same earthquake that leveled Philadelphia destroyed much of Laodicea 
as well. However, Laodicea was so rich that they declined any help from Rome to 
rebuild. It would be like a state today telling FEMA thanks but no thanks when they 
offered to declare a national disaster.  

The two churches most rebuked were the two wealthiest– Smyrna and Laodicea. The 
other five were the most oppressed and persecuted, and they were the most 
commended.  
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One of the oldest and best preserved Christian churches has been excavated in 
Laodicea.  

According to excavation director Celal Simsek of Pamukkale University, the church 
was built during the reign of Constantine (306–337) and destroyed by an earthquake 
in the early seventh century. There are 11 apses—one facing east and five each on 
the northern and southern sides.
Floral and geometric mosaics as well as opus sectile pavement cover the floors. The 
cross-shaped marble baptistery, located at the end of a long corridor on the north 
side of the church, is one of the oldest and best-preserved ever discovered.
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1,900-year-old rules to prevent water pollution had a very special place, adding, “The 
fine for damaging the water channel or polluting the water is 5,000 denarius, nearly 
50,000 Turkish Liras. The fine is the same for those who break the seal and attempt 
illegal use. Also, there are penalties for senior staff that overlook the illegal use of 
water. They pay 12,500 denarius. Those who denounce the polluters are given one-
eighth of the penalty as a reward, according to the rules.”

Some of the rules, written in the Greek alphabet, included the following:

“Those who divide the water for his personal use, should pay 5,000 denarius to the 
empire treasury; it is forbidden to use the city water for free or grant it to private 
individuals; those who buy the water cannot violate the Vespasian Edict; those who 
damage water pipes should pay 5,000 denarius; protective roofs should be 
established for the water depots and water pipes in the city; the governor’s office 
[will] appoint two citizens as curators every year to ensure the safety of the water 
resource; nobody who has farms close to the water channels can use this water for 
agriculture.”
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The most tender word in this epistle is verse 19– but even then, Jesus doesn’t use the 
word “agape,” which is always used to talk about the unconditional love of Jesus. The 
word here is phileo, or brotherly love.  
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1. Wake up! (Remember that twice Sardis had fallen because of watchmen who 
weren’t watching. 

2. Strengthen what remains, “for I have found your deeds unfinished in the sight of 
my God.”

3. Remember what you have received and heard: 1 Cor. 15:3-4: For I delivered to 
you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in 
accordance with the Scriptures; that he was buried, that he was raised on the 

third day in accordance with the scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then 
to the twelve

4. Hold it fast– we have to guard the simplicity of the gospel.  [Church in 
Bethlehem?]
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What does this say to us? 

I wonder if we think of ourselves as a border city? 
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