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Intro story-– going door to door in North London.  Turkish Muslim wanting to know 
about the rider on the white horse.  
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What is the scroll? The simplest answer is that it’s the rest of the book of revelation. 
You see each of the seven seals opened in the next chapters. After that you’ll see 
Seven seals (Revelation 4-8)
Seven trumpets (Revelation 8-11)
Seven plagues (Revelation 15-16)

While we of course don’t know what the scroll looked like, there’s something really 
helpful in our understanding of the book (and really the whole timeline of Revelation) 
that we can learn by looking at this picture. Notice that the seals are over the end of 
the scroll. That means you can’t unroll any of the scroll until you’ve opened all seven 
of the seals. So the interpretation that the seals are a prelude to the judgments that 
are in the scroll makes sense. This leads us into talking about our understanding of 
The Great Tribulation, how it relates to the rapture of the church, and when the 
rapture will occur relative to the Great Tribulation. 
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15For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord,[d] that we who are alive, who 
are left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen 
asleep. 16For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with 
the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in 
Christ will rise first. 17Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together 
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the 
Lord. 1 Thess. 4:14-17

There’s also Matthew 24:40-41, made famous by Larry Norman (and later DC Talk): 
40Then two men will be in the field; one will be taken and one left. 41Two women will 
be grinding at the mill; one will be taken and one left.

The Greek Word ἁρπάζω (harpazō) is our source for the word “rapture” which is how 
it is translated in the Latin Vulgate. Interestingly enough, it is almost always negative 
in the NT, except for when Philip was carried away by the HS after his conversation 
with the eunuch in Acts 8, and when Paul was “caught up” into the third heaven in 2 
Cor. 12:2. But it means to be caught up and taken away by force. 
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The period of intense trouble, described in Revelation 6-19, also referred to as “the 
time of Jacob’s trouble” (Jer. 30:7, Daniel’s 70th week (Daniel 9:27). Specifically called 
the Great Tribulation in Rev. 7:14.

Described by Jesus in Matthew 24, especially in verse 21: 21For then there will 
be great tribulation, such as has not been from the beginning of the world until now, 
no, and never will be.

Will last seven years, according to Daniel 9:27 (if a day is a year)

Daniel 9 talks about 70 weeks of years, with the clock set in motion at the rebuilding 
of the temple by the exiles. 70 weeks of years would be 490 years from that point 
until ”the anointed one will be cut off and will have nothing” according to Dan. 9:24-
25. Daniel talks about a 49 year period (seven weeks), and then 62 more weeks (434 
years). This totals 483 years.  483 years after the second temple was built by 
Zerubabbel, Jesus was crucified. So that leaves one more seven year period.  

When will that period start? And will the church still be here when it does start? 
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1. Track the times in Revelation 6 that permission is given or authority is given:

The horses don’t come until the voice says Come.  
V. 2: a crown was given

V.3: rider was permitted, he was given a sword
V. 8: they were given authority over a fourth of the earth

2. Man is ultimately responsible. In v. 4, people are killing each other. In verse 9, 
people are killed by the sword. The martyrs are those who have been slain by other 

people.  God is sovereign but man is responsible.  Compare to Romans 1:18-28

3. Judgment is ultimately universal (12-16)

4. God’s people are ultimately sealed. Chapter 6 ends with a question– Who can 

stand before the judgment of God? Revelation 7 answers the question. God will save 
men and women who trust in him and live for another world. 
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Who are these people?  Are the 144,000 all Israelites, or a representative of ethnic 
Israelites who have trusted Christ? Is the multitude all God’s people?

Platt: these two are pictures of the same group of people from two different 
perspectives.  That this is a picture of believers before any of the seals were opened 
and before he sends any of the judgments.  

Christians are secure on earth in the midst of tribulation.  Nowhere else is there a 
Jewish church described separately from the church.  

6:11– God plans for the persecution of his people. When the last martyr dies, Jesus 
will return. 

God promises protection for his people.  They are safe from the wrath of God. Do not 
fear those who can kill the body but not harm the soul.  

God empowers perseverance for his people. In Revelation 7:9, they are standing 
before the throne and before the lamb calling out “Salvation belongs to our God.” 
Christians are secure on earth in the midst of tribulation, and Christians will stand in 
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heaven at the end of tribulation.
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Jewish Billy Grahams (Hal Lindsey) or “Christ’s Commandos”

“Both the 144000 and the company of Gentiles are distinct fro the church because 

they did not respond to the gospel of grace. They will enter the Millenium, but they 

will forever have an inferior status to the church.” One commentator refers to them 

as “not first class saints.”

Who are these people?  Are the 144,000 all Israelites, or a representative of ethnic 

Israelites who have trusted Christ? Is the multitude all God’s people?

Platt: these two are pictures of the same group of people from two different 

perspectives.  That this is a picture of believers before any of the seals were opened 

and before he sends any of the judgments.  

Christians are secure on earth in the midst of tribulation.  Nowhere else is there a 
Jewish church described separately from the church.  

6:11– God plans for the persecution of his people. When the last martyr dies, Jesus 

will return. 
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God promises protection for his people.  They are safe from the wrath of God. Do not 
fear those who can kill the body but not harm the soul.  

God empowers perseverance for his people. In Revelation 7:9, they are standing 
before the throne and before the lamb calling out “Salvation belongs to our God.” 
Christians are secure on earth in the midst of tribulation, and Christians will stand in 
heaven at the end of tribulation.
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No where else is there a distinction between Jewish Christians and gentile Christians. 

The listing of the tribes is irregular (Judah first, Dan omitted, etc)

Number is symbolic– 1,000 is a basic military unit, multiplied by 12 squared– a 
faithful remnant of old Israel + spiritual Israel, the church. 
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1. Track the times in Revelation 6 that permission is given or authority is given:

The horses don’t come until the voice says Come.  
V. 2: a crown was given

V.3: rider was permitted, he was given a sword
V. 8: they were given authority over a fourth of the earth

2. Man is ultimately responsible. In v. 4, people are killing each other. In verse 9, 
people are killed by the sword. The martyrs are those who have been slain by other 

people.  God is sovereign but man is responsible.  Compare to Romans 1:18-28

3. Judgment is ultimately universal (12-16)

4. God’s people are ultimately sealed. Chapter 6 ends with a question– Who can 

stand before the judgment of God? Revelation 7 answers the question. God will save 
men and women who trust in him and live for another world. 
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9After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one could 
count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throneand
before the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in 
their hands. 10And they cried out in a loud voice:

“Amen!
Praise and glory
and wisdom and thanks and honor
and power and strength
be to our God for ever and ever.
Amen!”
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